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erates. We have had o very long sitting, and
perhaps the leader of the House will agree to
report progress at this stage.

[The Pregident resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported,

Honse adjourned at 9.43 pm.

Legislative HAssembly,

Tuesday, 29th October, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.20 p.m,,
and read prayers,

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Pregented'’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’)

UNIVERSITY FEES FOR SOLDIERS’
CHILDREN.,

The COLONTAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—~Irwin) [4.35]: Some time ago
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W, C. Angwin) asked a question with regard
to the remissiou of fees received from the sec-
retary of the Soldiers’ Children Scholarship
trust. I referred the matter to the Viee-
Chancellor of the University, and I have re-
ceivedl the following reply from Professor
Paterson—

Referring to your letter of the 19th Sep-
tember to the Chancellor in regard to the
remissipn of fees as required in the regn-
lationas for school certificate examinations,
I have to inform you that the matier was
congidered by the Senate at its meeting on
the 22nd inst. along with an application for
exemption from university fees ~eeeived
from the hon, secretary of the Soldiera’
Children Scholarship trmnst. The university
has decided to remit all examination fees
payable by the children of fallen or in-
capacitated soldiers upon the receipt of tho
necessary guaarantees from the trust, but
subject to the approval of the university in
each case. Tt was further decided that ap-
plieations received from sources outside the
trust would receive sympathetic consgidera-
tion.

QUESTTON— ULVSSES'" STRANDING
TXQUIRY, PAPERS.

Hon. T. WALKER (without notiee) asked
the Honorary Minister whethor he was yet
prepared to lay upon the table of the House
the papers relating to Pilot Williamson and
the wreek of the s.s. ““Ulysses.’’
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Hon. R. 1. UNDERWOQOD (IIonorary Min-
ister) replied: There are certain papers to
come from the Tederal authorities in the pos-
gession of Noval DBase officers, and these
papers arc marked *‘‘confidential.’’ The fov-
ernment have wired to Melbovrne for permis-
sion to lay thesc papers on the table of the
Hovse, Tf we cannot get that permisaion we
sliall not be able to place them on the table,
but if we do get permission the papers will
be made available immediately.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2} £425,000.
All Stages.

The COLOXNIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—TIrwin) [4.407: T move—

That so much of the Standing Qrders he
suspended as is necessaary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committees of Supply and of
Ways and Meana to be reported and ad-
opted on the same day on which they shall
kave pasgsed those Committees, and also the
passing of a Supply Bill throvgh all its
stages in one day.

Question put and passed.

Message, y
Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the Bill,

Tn Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The COLONTAT. TREASURER (Hon. .J.
Gardiner—Irwin) [445]: T move—
That there be granted to His Majesty, on
aceouint of the serviees of the ycar 1018-19,
a sum not cxceeding £425000,
Thiz supply is just sufficient to carry us on
to the end of November and until the Esti-
mates which are now on the table of the
House have been passed,

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, etecetera.

Resolution in Committee of Ways and
Means having been passed, a Supply Bill was
bronght in providineg for the cxpenditure of
£425,000 out of the Consolidated Revenuc
Fund.

Bill passed throngh its remaining stages
and transmitted to the TLegislative Council.

FSTIMATES OF (COTONTAL SECRE-
TARY’S DEPARTMENT,
The PREMIER {Ifon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [4.53]: I move—

That leave be given to withdraw the Ts-
timates of the Colonial Seeretary’s Depart-
ment, amd snbstitute a new print in more
detailed form,

Tt iz necessary to ask the permission of the
House to withdraw the Tistimates for this
department as they appear on the general Es-
timates. Hon. members have had a re-print
of the Estimates placed before them, and this
has been done at the wish of the House, whick
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asked for more detailed information in regard
to the Estimates of this departmnent,

Ion. . COLLIER (Boulder) (4.54}: Ii
would have been well if the Government had
withdrawn the whele of the Estimates and
brought them dowa in a revised, or altered
form. In glancing through these Estimates
and comparing them with the old Estimates
I do not see very mueh difference. There is
slightly more detailed information herc and
there, but to my mind not sufficient to war-
rant the expenditure involved in the re-
vision. As the Government decided to alter
the Coloninl Seerctary's Estimates as orig-
inally introduced, and to give the House
more detniled information, it was their clear
duty te have gone back to the old form of
the Estimates and brought them down in
that form. 1 want again to protest against
the altered form of the Estimates. I find
in glaneing through them that the Govern-
ment have been enabled te grant inereases
in salarics te the higher placed officials, of
£30 or so, although this is not shown on the
Fatimates themselves. Tndeed, the faet is
smothered up,

The C(lolonial Treasarcr: Where is that?

Hen, P. COLLIER: There is one Under
Sceretary who is down- for a £50 inerease
which is not shown on the Estimates, T am
not discussing the merits of the inerease.
The Estimates should be presented to the
House in a form which wonld enable mem-
bers to see where tho increases were made,
That is not done at present. There are in-
ereases throughont the Estimates, but hon.
membera are not aware of the fuet heeause
of the condensed form in whieh the Esti-
mutes have heen presented. The I!remier
mitht withdraw the whole of the Estimates
and have them presented to the House in the
sani form as wo reesived them in other
years. I do not think it has been worth
the e¢ost of re-printing in the case under dis-
cussion, secing that the additional informa-
tion provided ja very little better than that
supplied in the old print.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (lon. .J.
Cardiner—Ilrwin) [4.56]: The leader of the
Oppogition har drawn attention to the Eati-
mates of the Coloninl Secretary’s Depart-
ment. It was rather to give the informn.
tion desired by the member for North-Fast
Fremantle (Hon, W. . Angwin) that T said,
““The ouse wants further information.”’
If members will look at the Estimates they
will see that they do not vary very much ex-
eopt that they do not show the vote of the pre-
vious year, and that is following out the
South Australian system, In the new Esti-
mates we have given the number of clerks
instead of putting them in their different
places.  That is a step towards what we
congdider is the bast war of arranging officers.
We say to the Agrieultural  Department,
““You have 45 clerks running your depart.
ment. We do not care how yon hallet
tiwon, for that is your business.’’ ITitherto
these clerks may have been cllotted in four
or five different places, We have found
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that wlere a clerk is allotted to a different
position, he is inclined to say, ‘‘That is my
work and mine atone.'’ The object of put-
ting them together like that is to say to the
elerk, “*You are there to do whatever work
is asked of you by the man who is running
the office.’’ Otherwise there is little or no
difference in the Estimates. [t may be true
—and I do not doubt the wveracity of the
leader of the Opposition—that there have
becn instances where allowances have not
been shown quite clearly. In the particular
ease referred to by the member for Boulder,
T think it is made abundantly clear {hat
therc is an item for so much on one Esti-
mates, but it says at the bottom that there
is an item on other Estimates for a certain
amount.

Hon. P, Collier: To whom do you refer?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: To the
Under Secretary for Public Works. I pro-
mised the House that I would endeavour to
show what officers were really receiving. I
think memhers are eatitled to that informa-
tion, I am quite candid. 1f we can simplify
the Estimates so as to do away with the im-
mensity of the duplivation of work, it is for
us to do so. I am starting here to carry ong
the instructions of the House; that is in the
direction of economy of administration. As [
pointed cut in my finaneial statement, the form
of the Estimates will at a minimum reduce the
entries by 20,000. If the leader of the Opposi-
tion, or any member of the HMonge, wants any
further information than we pive here, we
shall be only too glad to give it. If T ean
save a dozen clerks in the proceess, in lieu of
the little extra information we could give for
hou, members, it will be an cconomy to the
gencral service, and I shall be doing the greater
thing. T am sure the leader of the Opposition
will believe me¢ when I say there is not the
slightest desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to keep back any information which
shouild be the property of the House. We do
net want to kecp information away from niem-
beps, We do want, if we can, to simplify the
whele method of dealing with it. We are now
trying to do that, T do not say the Istimates
are perfeet and do not think they are. Tn.
fortunately, we find that the man who makes
grgnestions has te he there at all times to
eheek the ddetails. Ministers cannet always do
that, and inaccunracies wi'l ereep in. So far
as the instruetions are concerned, T know what
the Touse wante, The House wanted to know
exartly what every man in the eivil service ia
receiving, 1 he is receiving any adiditional
salery, the Ylouse was entitled to kuow, In-
structions to this efoct were iwsued. I do net
think they have heen quite earried ouwd. Tt i
one thing to ask for things to bhe properly
carriedd ont, anl another thing to sce that they
are carried out properly. T have done my
best in this matter and this is a start. I have
this further information, beranse the Colonial
Seeretary’s Department did not eomply with
the general scheme of the Estimates. Thalt
was to have been a cheek to see whether fhere
were more, or less, ¢lerks emploved than was
the cnse last year. And there are other little
thinps of that kind.
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Mr. Holman; They do not want fo let us
know that there are six more clerks than there
were two yeara ago in the accounts hranch.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: There it
the position. So far as I am concerned, 1
want the House to get every information; but
in giving that information ¥ want, if T pos-
sibly can, to save the country numerous clerks
who have hitherto been employed on what 1
congider duplication of serviee.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna} [3.1]: One
ean well appreciate the good intentions of the
Treasurer, and more particularly the cutting
down of expenses and the saving of duplica-
tion of work. DBut that iy no exeuse, 1 take it,
tfor presenting what [ cannot help but eall jm-
perfect Estimates, imperfeet in point of in-
formation. Tt is only necessary to go back
to the Estimates of 1918 in order to see that
the Colonial Sreretary’s Estimates, as now in-
trodueed to s, or reintroduced to vy in
amendeill form, arve very deficient in detailed
information. The 1918 Tstimates contain no
les: than six eolumns of information valuable
to every member. There i the vote and the
cxpenditore of the year previous, Those two
columing do not appear in the new Estimates.
That information is of cxeceding valne to
every member. We want to he able to make
these comparisons as we are dealing with the
matter, anil we do not want to have to ask
on cach item what was the vote last year, and
how mneh was expended last year, We wanl
to see thosc particulars before us, 80 as to be
able to judge whether administrative expendi-
ture is being increased or deercased.  Then,
again, the 1917-18 Estimates have two eolumns
showing whether a particular item represents
an inercase or a ecrease.

The Colonial Treasurer:
right on the total

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes, on the total.

The (alnnial Treasuver: That is all that
was shown on the other Estimates,

Hon. T. WALRKER: Oh no! That informa-
tion was shown on each particular item.

The Colonial Treasurer: But the increase or
decrease 1s shown in the general totals,

Hon. T. WALKER: We have to discusy
the items, though, When we come to the
items, we want to know whether we ave saving
money or are entering upon further expendi-
ture. There ean be nothing more important
than that the House should he taken fully
into the confilence of the Government, so to
speak, when dealing with the expenditore of
moncy. Aa T have heard the Treasurer him-
sIf soy, ““Governrent is finamen, '’

The Colonial Treasurer: iuance is govern-
ment.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is practically the
same thing, With the leader of the Oppesi-
tion, T desire most earnestly to protest against
this manner of presenting information to the
Chamber. Tt has nothingz to do with econnmy,
beeanse it is likely to misguide vs.  When
supplied  with defieient information, we ean-
not jedse what ean ho savel to the eountry;
and [ submit that the information sipplied
by these new Estimates is defivient. We have
not thn details neeessary to enable rs to form
a  judement.

You get that all

.
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The Colouial Treasurer: But you ean ask me
any question you like.

Hom T, WALKER: That is not the point,
belcause when oue does not sec what may
lead to a question one is not likely to ask
the question. There may be concealing of
facts by deficiency of information. One can-
not know what 1s behind the figures. One
cantot stop on every item to ask what was
last year's vote and whether there iz an in-
crease or u deercase, If we debate each item
in that way, we lose time in this Chamber.

The Colonial Treasurer: 1 do not krow that
losing time is either an asset or a liability.

Hon, T. WALKER: 1 think it is a liahility,
and | think the Treasurer is cansing loss of
time by presenting the Estimates in this way.
The hon. gentleman cannot deny that it is
serious to eonceal from the eves of members
what is occurring as regards the expenditure
of the country.

The Colonial Treasurer: [ do not think there
is any attempt te conceal.

Hon, T, WALKER: 'There is u entting
down of that information to which we have
been accustomed., [ eannot conceive that there
is any wise judgment in such a course as that.
Wo require all the help we can get. Even
when one is in touch with departments, it is
impossible to know all that is going on; and
members who only discuss these matters here
must have the very fullest and clearest infor-
mation to guide them in their judament in
passing the Fstimates. Thrrefore, with the
lIeader of the Opposition, T nost earncstly pro-
test against this course; and [ think it would
even yet be wise to have the VFstimates pres-
ented to us in & new form with the fullest in-
formation possible. At all events, the whola
of the infermation that was given on the 1917-
IR Tstimates onpght to be pivin on these Esti-
mates.

Hou. W, . ANGWIN (Yorth-Fast Freman-
tle} [3.10]: T ecortatnly agree with wmy eol-
leagues that the Estimuates should have heen
presented in o manner <imilar to that aldepted
previously. In my opinion, there is no weight
whatever in the statement of the Treasvrer
thot econnmy i3 likely to vesalt feom withhold-
inv information from the Ilowrre. The yosi-
tions held by the varvions elerks in the dennrt-
ments are elassificed hy  the Public Servive
Commivsioner. The chief of the department
carnot prt any clerk to anv work lie chonses.
In the olonial Severtary’s derartmoent last
vear thy clerks’ salaries varied from £312
down to €144, This year, however, we sec no
cla=aifieation at all.

The Coloninl Treasurer:
totals.

TTon. W. . ANGWIN: T admit the totals
ara there; ot if there ia a vodoetion we ean-
net rather whether that reduetion hps heen
brought ahout hv the retrenchment of the
hizhly paid offirer or by the dismissal of the
vonng clerk working for £144 a vear,

The Colontal Treasvrer: You wonld not finil
that out from anvy Estimates vresented.

Hon, W, . ANGWTIN: Tf we see o person
is employed only for a eertain period, on last
year's Fstinates, we know then that his ser.
vices have been dispensad with,  From these
Estimates we cannot discover that. Tt is all

Bat you pet the
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bat impossible for the chief of a department
to say to on officer, ‘‘You must do & higher
class of work at your present salary,”’ The
chief canmot do that. The Public Servieo
Commigsioner steps in and clagsifies each posi-
tion, under which arrangement the salary of
ench position is fixed. In my opinion, the
form in which these Eatimates have been in-
trodoced is not econducive to the best cousid-
erntion being given to them by hon. members.
It is the duty of cvery member, irrespective
of where he sitg in this Chamber, to obtain
all pogsible information with regard to expendi-
ture. Perhaps that was never more necessary
in the history of this State than it is now,
We ought to be emabled to pass a fair judg-
ment on the amounts to be expended. I trust
that in connection with futme years' Esti-
mates the old system will be reverted to, of
giving members the fullest possible informa-
tion.

Question put and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1918-19,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.
Department of Agriculture (Hon. H, B,

Lefroy, Minister).

Vote—Agriculture, £69,976;

Ttem, Trigation expert, £456.

Ion, P. COLLTER: What is the reason of
the increase in this item?

The PREMIER: The reason for the appar
ent increase js that the officer enlisted and
was eventually discharged as medieally unfit.
On his discharge he took the long service
leave due to him. Consequently, his salary
waa provided for only portion of Jast finan-
einl year, Therc i3 no increase in the rate
of £450, whieh is the salary he bas been
receiving.

Mr. SMITH: T would like to get some idex
of the work this officer is engaged in. I de
not know of any cxtensive irrigation works
being construeted in Western Auwstralia. T
belicve some irrigation works are in progress
at Harvey, but those are purely a local mat-
ter, the cost of whiech is charged to the local
honrd. Tn addition to the cxpert himself,
I sce there i3 an assistant irrigation expert.
What works are going on for which this ex-
pert and this assistant cxpert are required?

The PREMIER: The irvigation expert ig at
presont engaped prineipally, or almost en-
tirely, in advising settlers in various parta of
the country who are desirous of installing irri-
gation plants.

Hon, 1, Collier: TIs that Mr. Seott?

The PREMIER: Yes. He is assisting the
returned soldier settlers at Harvey, advis-
ing the soldiers as to what they should do.
He is there also when anybody else requires
advice.

Ttem, Officer in charge of fruit industries,
£360.

Mre. SMITH: There is here an increase
of £120. T should like some explanation.
What are tbhe duties of this officer, and why
this increase?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: This officer iz Mr. George
Wickens, well known to hon. members and
to all producers. When the Fruit Commis-
sioner left, Mr, Wickens was placed in charge
of fruit industries, and is there to give ad-
vice on all matters in comnection with fruit
trees,

Hon. P. Collier: Did he previously offer
any advice about fruit treea¥

The PREMIER: Yes, he was previously
assistant to the Fruit Commissioner.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): He is the best man this State has seen
for years.

The PREMIER: When the TFruit Com-
migsioner left, this new position was created
and Mr. Wickens was appointed to the po-
gition, He started at £360, which was an
increase on hig previous salary. He is a good
officer, of wide experience. It is ¢onsidered
that the increase is well warranted, as the
officer is very efficient and has the entire
confidence of all the producers.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T understand this
officer does not confine his attention to the
fruit industries alone. I Dbelicve he takes
stock of the various commodities produced
on the State farms,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott {Honorary Minis-
ter): No, that is Mr, Wieken,

Mr. (O'LOGHLEN: T was under a wmisap-
prehension, T shall have the opportunity I
desire later on, Tt ig very confusing when
we have two men of practically the same
name,

Houn. J. MITCITELL: T think this officer
is deserving of n better salary. The frait in-
dustry is of great importance, and if we are
to have an efficient officer of real use to the
growers, he should be in receipt of a larger
salary, This officer ought to devote his time
to developing the fruit industry, apart alto-
gether from fruit-growing., A great deal can
be done in regard to the drying and preserv-
ing of certain fruits. If this officer does this
work he is not over-paid at his present salary.
I am glad that he has been granted this in-
crease,

Hen, P, Collier: WWhat position did be hold

before?
Hon., J. MITCHELL: He was chief in-
spector. Thia department shoull be properly

staffed by the right men, and if we are to
have szch men they should he properly paid.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTYT (Honorary
Minister): This officor has the confidence of
all the froit-growers of the State. From time
to time we have had serions outbrenks of cod-
lin moth, and he has shown what he is cap-
able of by handling those outbreaks in such a
way that they have never spread from the
orchard in which they were disecovered. As a
fruit-grower, I can myself say that there is
no more capahle man than this offcer in the
State. Regarding the growing and drying of
eurrants, this officer has done very good work
already. He is also kept busy supplying us
with information when required in eonneetion
with fruit-growing by returned soldicrs, T
agree with the member for Northam that this
officer’s salary dees not approach what it
should be for the work he carrics ont. He was
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Vvorn in an orchard and has been engaged in
orchanl work ever sinee. He is the most prac-
tical tman we have in this State. TUufortu-
nately, in the past we have not alwavs had
practical men, with the result that I have
had to deal with some of the mistakes that
have been made,

Mr. MONEY: TIf the work of this officer
is carried out as it should be the salary is not
too large, but I should like to hear from the
Minister what steps, if any, have been taken
to deal with next season’s fruit erop. It is
easy to advoeate production, but surely it is
within the province of the Fruit Tndustries
Department to point to the means by which
the fruit crop can be profitably disposed of.
Daoring the past season the majority of ex-
porters of froit in this State have had to
carry on at n loss. The producers have pro-
duced and have been left at that. I have
never yet heard what steps, if any, have been
taken with a view to dispesing of next sea-
son’s fruit erop.

Tflon. . K. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : 1 quite agree with the hon. moem-
ber. Tt is most desirable that we should find
an outlet for our fruit. The department bas
doune cverything possible in this regard, and
has been in communication with the 1fome
authoritics, endegvouring to get shipping
space. Unfortunately, owing to lack of ship-
ping, ships with refrigerating space which
were to have eome here have bheen ecancelled.
Every cffort has been made to obtain space
and to determiine where the fruit crop can best
be placed. Tn regard to drying, full informa-
tion has heen readily given as to the heat and
eheapest methods. Unfortunately, fruit-drying
iy mot a profitable proposition in this Stata
unless one has a family to do the work; be-
cause the expense is enormous and out of
every Tlha. of green fruit only 11h. of dried
fruit is produced.

Hon. J. Mitehell: It pays all right.

Ten. F. B S WILLMOTT (Honerary
Ministery: Tt pays in some places where
Inhonr is ohtainable at reasonable cost, but

not in Western Australia, unless a man has a
family to do the work. Again. the dried
fruits have to be pnt wp in eertain packages,
and even those packages are not obtainable
now, Tn regard to the outlock for jam, that
is only really a flea hite. for it affects but a
very small portion of fruit not of first quality.
T am afrail that this vear. unless shipping
space iz wade available, the fruit growers are
going to have another bad season. This officer
has heen in communieation with me weekly.
Tt is estimated that we shall have a crop of
apples  alene ronning  to  spmething  like
200,000 cases. T'nfortunately, our pepulation
ean consume at the most only 400,000 cases,
T think much eould be done hy the growera
themselves hy seeing to it that the meopls
who do not live in the orchard Qistricts
are given fruit at a rensomahle price.
TLast year, as an illustration, when we were
pgetting 1s. 9d. a case for fruit, that is after
paying 1s. for the case and 6d. freight and
Ad. commission, that fruit was being sold in
the metropolis, retail at 4d. and id. a pound.
This is the weak spot. The growers were
getting nothing; the whole of the returns
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were swallowed up.  1f members look in the
shops toulay they will see fruit at 5d. a pound,
altbough the fruvitgrower has paid 1d to 2d.
per week per case cold storage on that fruit,
showing that somebody was making a profit
earlier in the season.

Mr. O’'Loghlen:
take & band in it,

Hon. T. E. 8. WILLMOTT ([Honorary Min-
ister): They cannct. T have of coursc great
confidence in the Government, but I have not
that confilence that they are capable of run-
ning a fruit business. The lczs the Govern-
ment interfere in a matter of this kind the
better. Let growers try to get shops and deal
with the business in a bhiz way. o not let the
Governmoent come in and try to retail apples.

Mr. O’l:oghlen: You admit the growers are
feeced ?

Hon, 1, B, 8§, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
istery: I do, but it is the growers' own fault,
The growers turn round and say, ** Why do
not the Govermment do something?’?

Mr. ('Loghlen: What is the remedy?

Hon. F. 15, 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : Last season I sold some of my fruit
at 1s. 9d., and T saw the same froit—I know
it was the same because T saw the marks on
the aages—retailed at 4d. a poomd. The fruit-
growers should turn ronnd and say, “‘If you
do not sell our fruit at a reasonable price wu
will open shops ourselves,”’ that is as far as
the metropolitan area is coneerned. Is it not
better to pet rid of the fruit at 2d. a pound
and let the people have unlimited quantities
of fruit than make the pecople pay 44, and 5d.
a pound, and the producer get nothing? One
half of the people in the State nuver see a bit
of fruit, and yect last year something like
300,000 cases of apples were wasted, and
ehildren were dying for a hit of fronit and
never tasted it. This year there will he
400,000 eascs of fruit wasted unless the grow-
erg toke a hand in the matter themselves. Tho
“Sunblush’’ scheme was formnlated with the
ilen of doing away with the middleman, but
unfortunately the *‘Sunbiush’’ scheme started
out selling eases of fruit at Gs. 6d. delivered at
the door, and what happened? The cunning
people went to the markets and bought fruit
at 1s. 9d. a cage and Qelivered it to people as
t¢Sunblush’’ fruit at 6s. 6d. a case,

Mr. Green: T waited six weeks for my fruit
and then got the eheap stuff, and half of it
was rotten,

Tlon, P. Coilier: Mine was half bad.

Hon. F. B. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): T investigated many complaints, and I
found they were justified. Instead of waiting
to get the biggest price the growers should see
what is the lowest priec they can sell at with
a profit to themselves, so that they will get
rid of their stuff. Tt is no good when there is
a plet seeing how wmueh the grower can squeeze
out of the people. The prower shonld find out
how wmueh the people eat, and what is the
lowest possible price at which they can gell
their fruit to the people. Tnfortunately the
“‘Sunblush’’ scheme last year resulted in one
of the greatest fiascos ever oceurring in the
State.

The Government -should



s34

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Government should
have o distributing depot.

Llon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): We want o digtributing depot; the
public have not the time to wait at the mar-
kets and then perhaps have to pay 1s. for a
case of apples to be delivered at their doors.
It the growers take my advice they will have
a distributing depot. They should have shops
vwhere peaple can buy a pound of apples or a
caw, | kuow they ave friphtened of the
agents, hut I do not eare a snap of the fingers
for the agents. Then the growers say that to
mm a shop there must be froits of all kinds.
T know it deoes not pay at times to have all
kinds of fruit in a shop. The main glot in
this country is in apples, If that is s9, then
cut out tha other fruits, and if a persou wants
bananas let them go to Carnarvon for them,

Mr. H, ROBINSON: The officer in charge
of the fruit industry has the entire confidenco
of the fruitgrowers in the Mt. Barker distriet,
aml it is fo he hoped his efforts will be appre-
ciated hy the Government and that he will
receive assistance in hig office. It is to be
hoped that members will not take it that the
orchardista are begging assistance from the
Government. As far as Mt. Barker is eon-
eerncd, the growers there want to paddle their
own canoe, Refercnce has been made to the
‘‘Sunblush’’ scheme and the injury that
was done. May I suggest that had the
Associated Fruitgrowers accepted the pro-
position put forward by the Mt. Rar-
ker people and pooled their fruit, the
people would have been able to get fruit
at a cheap rate. But the distriet which
ia represented by the Honorary Minister eould
not see eye to eye with the Mt. Barker grow-
ers, and the matter fell through, Tt the
growers co-operate as the Mt. Barker people
are doing they will be able to sell cheap fruit,
which will be of benefit to the industry and to
the people of the country.

Mr, NAIRN: What is the policy the Gov-
ernment intend to adopt in regard to the
marketing secheme in Perth? A great deal
has been said about the diffcrence in the
price of the froit to the prodncer and the
consumer, but a great deal is due to a Iack
of proper marketing facilities. Some time ago
the Gavernment promised that markets should
he atarted in Perth, and for that purpose Mr.
Hardwick was sent to Rrishane to gbtain par-
tirntars and plans. I want to know if it is
the intention of the CGovernment to proceesd
with the seheme. [ am certain that with pro-
per marketing facilitics the fruit growers and
the public would hoth benefit. We lave the
mast  ineflivient  marketing  facilitics in the
whole of the (‘ommonwealth, and unless some
provision is made we are fighting a very up-
hill battle.

The PREMIER: The Government have this
matter in view. It haa heen under considera-
tion for a considerable time, but at present
the Government are not in a position to go
in for the expenditure, beeause storagre works
are required in connection with a scheme of
this sort. We require to be in a position to
denl with the matter thoroughly, but the
finances of the State will not allow it at pre-
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sent. It is to be hoped the time is not far
distant when the State will be able to start
markets which will not orly be a credit to
the country but be of benefit to the purchaser.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Endeavours should be
made to get fruit into the back country, 1t
is impossible to expect people to write to the
growers for fruit and then send a postal note;
they will not do it, I thivk the growers should
be able to get a truck attached to the train.
I am sure the Gtovernment would give a free
pass to some man to travel with the fruit
and scll it from the truck. If the department
approached the railways some agreement could
be come to in this matter. When I was Minis-
ter I discussed the question with the railway
people, and they were willing to fall in with
some arrangement. I kmow of no onc more
willing to help the fruit grower than the pre-
sent Railway Commissioner. Then arrange-
menta conld be made with station-masiers to
receive orders for fruit and colleet the money,
which counid be eent to the fruit growing dis-
tricts. Still, there are many unattended sid-
ings where this coulidl not he done. Last year
and the year before apples were sent about the
country in sacks, and that voull be done this
year.

Me, Robinson: It is agninst the law.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It may be against
the regulations, but it is not against the law.
If sarks coulil he used it would be much bet-
ter, anil there wonlid be no loss. A sack bolds
three casen of apples, whiech wonld mean a
suving of 3s. This would enahle people in the
country distriets to get apples without much
bother, Many thousands of cages of fruit
conld he so0id in this way.

Mr. ANGELO: T am of the opinion that
the loeal market for our frait should be eon-
siderally increased by educating the people
to eat fruit, as is done in other countries of
the world where the climatic conditions are
gsimilar to ours. T am told that in America
people eat fruit four times a day. The climate
there calls for this, and the people find it not
only ecenomical to eat fruit but of advantage
frem a health point of view. This, therefore,
is the direction in which we should assist our
growers. A propaganda could be started com-
meneing with the hotels. Tf one goes into a
hote!l in Perth it will bhe found that fruit is
provided nover meore than onee a day,  The
Government should also assist in a praetical
manner by providing fruit for consnmption on
the State steamers. On the last trip of the
“*Bambra’'—the Honorary Minister will bear
me out berause he was on the same vessel—
the most mwiserable looking apples that could
be seen were given to the parsengers, while at
the same time the very hest apples were selling
in Perth at 2=, 6d. 2 ease. The oranges on the
game vessel were a diserace. T toak the oppor-
tunity of sending a sample of this frvit to
the ““West Australian’’ in suport of what T
had written ahout the fruit which was being
purchased for the State steamers by the Gov-
ernment, The ““Bamhri’' could easilv have
taken 100 cases of mood apples for econszump-
tion on that trip instead of windfalla, At
that time, too, the people in the North-Weat
were paying up to 23s, a ease for their apnles,
whilst in Perth they were almost gning hes-
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ging. The North-West could take many
thousanls of cases of apples if proper faeili-
ties were afforded for sending the fruit along
the coast. T.et us come nearer home. In ovr
own dining room at Parliament House how
often do members sec fruit on the table? Wa
talk about our froit production to visitors
and yet we sit down at the table without even
the skeleton of amy froit, It should be the
duty of the Government, the House Commit-
tee, and the frnitgrower to get together and
endeavour to ecducate the people ' to cat fruit
and the outsiders to buy it.

My, HIARRISON: The gentleman who is in
charge of the fruit industry has been snceess-
ful in petting rid of the various orchard
pests. 1 understand our orchards now are
comporatively, if not completely clean,

Hoen. W. €. Angwin: You ean give the
eredlit for that to the entomologist.

Mr. HARRISON: The greatest difficulty
facing the fruitgrower at the present time is
the disposal of the crops and the gentleman in
charge of the industry canmot put his ener-
gies to hetter purpose than to formulate plans
for the disposal of the coming harvest. We
do uot want a repetition of our experience of
Iast season in conneetion with the ‘“Sunblush’’
apples. I went into a cellar where the apples
were in order to sce the quality of the fruit
and I observed cases bearing the names of
the grower and giving the size of the {ruit
Yet there were men there who were grading
that very fruit whieh was supposed to have
been  graded and packed according to the
marks on the enges. How arc we going to dis-
pose of fruit if that kind of thing goes on?
The grower is not keeping faith with his cus-
tomers. The fruit there was not true to label.
It is impossible to get the confidence of the
consuming public by starting off with fraud—
T can ecall it nothing clse. Then the customer
must not he charged any more than the price
at which he ean buy in the open market. The
way to get rid of the middleman is to en-
conrage direet purchases by the consumers,
and if the Minister in charge of the industry
c¢an brine econsumers and growers together a
gooil deal of fruit can be disposed of. T would
like to know whether the officer whose item we
are disenssing is acquainted with the process
of drying frnit. The ultimate progperity of
our froit growers has to be stndied aud that
eannot he hetter done than by exporting dried
fruits.

Mr. MONEY: T am very glad we have had
a discossion on this item beeaunse it has dis-
closed the fact that half next season’s crop
cannot he disposed of, and that there will he
no market whatever for it. T am not satisfied
with the suggestion that it is jmpossible to
dry that fruit or make some provision to
deal with it. Tf the fruit is of no wvalue in
the orchawml surely there was never o better
opportunity for drying it. The officer in
charge of the industry shonid use every en-
deavour to deal with the fruit which is not
likely to be disposed of. The valne of that
fruit is a hig item. There is no producer in
the State who is so badly off to-day as the
fruit grower. T am speaking too a3 a grower
of export apples.. For the past two scasons
my export has been nil, and I ean assurc hon.
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members that last year the cost of gathering
and wmarketing was harely puid. The officer
might devote his attention more to the dis-
posal of the ecrop rather than te the produc-
tion.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
commereial man.

Mr. MONEY: Then he ean seck the hest
adviee from commercinl men., Seme method
should eertainly he adopted to deal with the
fruit by drying it, otherwise this will be a
direct loss to a national asset. We shall have
£100,000 going to waste und some effort
should bhe made to tave if not the whole of
that amount, then half of it.

[tem—Eeconomic Entomologist:

Mr. MALEY: T cannot wunderstamd the
meaning of this title.

Mr. S8mith: Tt applics te his salary.

Mr. MALEY: T take it that Mr, Newman
is the officer in question, On geing through
the evillence taken before the Wheat Commis-
sion I find that Mr. Newman's services were
not availed of in any shape or form in con-
nection with the weevil pest. Tt is very neces-
sary we should have an expert officer cxercis-
ing his functions in this conneetion. Everyoug
nowadays seems to he an expert in respeet to
this pest.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Goverment cn-
gineer, Mr. DPcarse, is considered to be the ex-
pert.

Mr, MALEY: Are the Government taking
overy precaution possible in  the cireum-
stances? Tg JMr, Newman’s advice being
availed of by the Seheme as it should be in
this matter? 1 have heard that weevil are ae-
tually flying away from the wheat stacks, and
be¢oming such an alarming pest that it is felt
they will soon attack the wheat in the field,

The PREMIER: My. Newman’s services
are available for the Wheat Scheme, and I
have no doubt the officers of that Scheme
have consuited him on the matter.

Mr, -Maley: Not according to the cvidence,

The PREMIER: [ cannot give the hon.
member all the details involved in his ques-
tions.

Hon. W, ¢, Angwin: The Scheme officers
have only to ask for Nhis advice.

The PREMIER: Mr, Newman has the en-
tirc confidence of the orehardists, and has
ilone moare than anyonc else to prevent the
apreaild of codlin moth, Titles of this deserip-
tion are always high sounding. I helieve this
ig the titie pgiven in the profession. I admit
that the salary is a low one,

Mr, LAMBERT: Apparently this officer is
starting at a very low salary, If he is not worth
more, the State should not employ him, THis
serviees ought to he availed of in the direetion
of comhating the weevil pest, and should
have been utilised by the Wheat Scheme, The
salary attached to the position is a mere pit-
tance. Does the Minister consider that the
qualifications of this officer are such as to
justify him in holding the position, and that
the salary that is being paid to him is in
keeping with the importance of the office?

Mr. Maley: Prof, Lefroy iz heing paid
£3,000 a year for the same sert of job.

He might not be a
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Mr. LAMBERT: If Mr., Newman is quali-
fied to held the position he is worth more
than this junior salary.

The PREMIER: Mr. Newman is highly
qualified and thoroughly efficient, ~ Surely
the hon. member knows what his duties arve.
He has to study all matters connected with
the inroads of insect life which may be detri-
mental to the produetion from the soil. He
is fully oecupied in attending to his duties,
and is available for anyome to refer to if
necessary, [ hope the time will not be far
distant when this officer’s efliciency may be
rewarded by a higher salary.

Mr. LAMBERT: This is the only oppor-
tunity new members have of becoming ae-
quainted with the duties of the differcnt
public servants of the State. I bhave not
asked for this information out of a desire
to waste time. I hope when new members
ask for information concerning the duties
performed by any officer, egpecially in a case
where there is such a bhig diserepancy he-
tween the salary and the importance of the
position occupied, the Premier will not think
the request is made in any spirit of hostility.

Mr. SMITH: 1 agree with what the mem-
ber for Coolgardie has said. TIf Ministers
are annoyed by the requests for information
from new members, they have only them-
selves to blame, on account of the unsatie-
factory manner in which the Estimates have
been placed before ws. TIn this department
the varions items are jumbled up; and there
seems to be no order or method about them.
It is impossible to ascertain what these de-
partments are eosting the country. If this
entomelogist is worth anything at all he is
worth more than he is now being paid, if not,
the country is wasting moncy in having such
an officer. T lhope the Minister in charge of
the department will reorganise it and pay his
officers a salary commensurate with the work
they are carrying out.

Bitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Ttem, Assistant Tnspector, Rabbit Branch,
£396,

Mr. II. ROBINSON: Does this item
represent an increase? ‘The officer is shown
as receiving £132 travelling allowance, and
there appears to be an inerease of £88 per
annum.

The PREMIER: The officer, who is almost
constantly travelling, has been granted, on
the reeommendation ef the Publie Serviee
Commissioner, a travelling allowance of
£132: and this represents an ecomomy. The
travelling allowance, which is included in the
salary for this year, started on the 1st March,
last.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The salary and allow-
ance are not too much, cither.

The PREMIER: They are not.

Item, Chief Inspector for
£360.

Mr. SMITH: I would like seme informa-
tion regarding this item, which shows a sub-
stantial increase in the salary—an inercase

Sonth-West,
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of 75 per cent. Did this officer appear on
last year’s Estimates? Is this a new office,
or just a new title?

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Commissioner for
the South-West bas gone, and this officer has
talken his place.

Mr. SMITH: All the officers of the Agri-
cultural Department seem to be chief inspee-
tors now. [Is this new officer competent to
fill the position? Waere applications called
for the vaeaney, so that other civil servants
had an opportunity to apply!

The PREMIER: Upon the retirement of
the Commissioner for the South-West it was
neccssary to appoint someone to look after
the working of the South-West, and this
officer was brought over for that purpose
from the Lands Departmeut. Ile has now
entire control of all agricuitural matters,
apart from wheat growing, affecting the
South-West. Ie inspects and advises,
he has control of the Brungwick and Denmark
State farms, of the Denmark bacon and butter
factory, of the Busselton butter factory, the
oversight of potato inspection, oversight of
inapection and prosecutions under the Fertil-
isers Act, and the oversight of the Fremantle
woolelassing depot. 1 understand that he has
practical qualifieations, and that he receivel
varioss diplomas at the Hawkesbury Agrieul-
tural College. Moreover, he is well acquainted
with the wlole of the South-Western Division
of this State. Prior to 1910 he leetured on
agricultural subjects,

Hon. P, Collier: What was he doing in the
Lands Department?

The PREMITER: He wascngaged on similar
classes of work, obtairing information with re-
gard to agricultural matters,

Hon. P, Colliar: Agricultural matters in the
Lands Department?

The PREMIER: Certainly. The officer was
in charge of the Agricuitural Bureaw at-
tached to the Lands Department. He iz a
gentteman of considerable experience, and his
appointment to this position was strongly re-
commendall by the Public Serviee Commis-
gioner.

Mr. O'T.OGHLEN: One ia gratified to hear
the various qualifications of this officer as
stated by the Premier; but js not the follow-
ing in accordance with faet? A few weeks
ago the officer called for an inventory of the
stock at the Brunswick State Farm, which was
furnished. Thereupon, the officer asked the
manager of the farm for an approximate val-
uation of the stock, a perfectly proper thing
to do. The manager sent up a valuation, esti-
mating 20 sows at £2 each, 40 suckers at 15s,
each, and 15 barrows at £5 caeh. Now T
want to know is it not true that thereupon
the officer wrote back to the manager saying
he eould not understand the value put upon
the barrews, which Millars' Company's eata-
logue quoted at 17s. Gd.?

Mr, SMITH: The Premier has not ans-
wered my question whether applieations were
ealled for this position? The present holder
of the officc seems to have too many qualifi-
cations to be good in any particular one. I
understand the Commissioner for the Whent
Belt has placed on the file & minute stating
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that in his opinion the precent oecupant of the
Clief laspectorship is not capable of filling
the position. 1f it is a fact that such a min-
ute exists, the matter is serious. I shonld Like
to e assured that the position is not as it
Lhas Dbeen stated to me.

The PREMIER: 1 am certainly not aware
of the existence of the minute referred to by
the member for North Perth,  Applications
were uot called for the vacancy. It is not
necesgary to call for applications in the case
of every vacancy in the public serviece. This
ofliver was considered to be the most eligible
in the service for filling the position. The
whole matter was considered very earefully
by Cabinet, and various members of the Gov-
crument have knowledge of the officer. In
view ol that knowledge and alse the informa-
tion obtained relative to this gentleman, Cab-
inet approved of the Public SBerviee Commis-
sioner's recommendation.

Mr, O’LOGITLEN: While the Premier was
on his feet Lic might have just expressed his
opinion on the qualifications of an officer who
consulted the catalogue of Millars' Timber
and Trading Coy., Ltd., on a question of pius.

The Promier: llow do pigs come into a
timber company’s catalogued

Mr. O’LOGULEN: I do not know whether
it is wise for me to persist in my query if
the Premier eannot understand it.

The Premicer: Repeat your statewent.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I want to know whether
the Premier thinks that an officer with all
these qualifications should minute a dogu-
ment as he did. HMe received an inventory
from the manager of the Brunswick State
farm showing that among the piga were 15
harrows, worth 255, each. This officer in reply
stated that while he thought the remainder
of the pigs were correctly valued, he had
turned up Millars’ price-list and found that
harrows were quoted at 17s. 64,

The Premier: I think that must be his
little joke.

Mr. O'LOGITLEX: Well, if ho is going to
write minutes by way of a joke, he is getting
quite suffivient salary. If this is in keeping
with the general agricultural knowledge of
this officer [ doubt if he is exactly the man
for the post.

Mr. SMITH: Personally T shall be satisfied
if the Premier will undertake to look into
this appointment. .

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I do not quite know
how all this departmental information pets
out.

Mr. O'Loghlen: T saw it in the Press.

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary Minias-
ter): Well, you cannot believe what you see
in the Press.

Mr. O’Loghlen: T will eall for the papers
to-morrow.

Heon. J, MITCHELL: If it
sary that we should have
for the wheat Yelt at £756 per oan-
num, 1t is obsurd to place the control
of the whole of the operations of the South-
West under a man drawing £360 per annum.
Tt is a most important position, and requires
to be filled by the hest man we can secure.
Mr. Wicken, during his 20 years service in
the department, has done a great deal of use-

is  neees-
a commissioner

837

ful work, and is eapable of doing goeod work
still, bwt L doubt iv lie 13 the man to satis-
factorily fll this position. The development of
the South-West cannot be carried out except
by a highly qualified officer. 1f it is the
policy ot the Government to appeint gentle-
men of the calibre of this officer to positions
of s0 much importance, it is for the members
of the Committes either to submit or take
definite action.

Mr, MONEY: It has been the general policy
to inecrease development, but the control of
the South-West apparently has been Dhanded
from a commissioner to a chief iuspector.
Surely it i8 a stepr in the wrong direction. We
should understand the many duties required
of this officer. 1t is necessary that snyone in
¢harge of the development of the South-West
should understand something about the breed
of dairy cattle, should have some practical
knowledge as to the best classes of horses,
pigs, aml sheep for the South-West. It is
also necessary that he showld have a know-
ledge of summer fodders. When I look at the
many duties this offieer has to fulfil it reminds
me of the musician who attempts to play
seven instruments at once. It is impossible for
any one mau to carry out with satistaction
cither to himself or to the pcople of the South-
West all the duties falling to this officer, In
addition te other duties, thia officer has to
direct the operations of the State farma at
Brunswick and at Denmark. 1f this present
officer is to attempt to do this, the only reason-
able solution is to appoint a strong advisory
agricultural board for the South-West, con-
sisting of practical men and not of mere
theorists. 1 am satisfied that the present
officer has not the practical knowledge or ex.
perience to earry out his duties successfully.
This gentleman is deseribed as chief inspectm
for the South-West, but I cannot find in the
Estimates referenee to any other inspectors for
the South-West.

Mr. Smith:
South-West.

Mr., MONEY: That is quite right. TIf we
are going to seriously attempt to develop the
South-West we should have a properly quali
fied commissioner, I enter my protest againsi
the chief inspector being entrusted with these
enormous responsibilities,

Mr. MALEY: T should like to know whether
this officar has taken the place of the late Com
missioner of the South-West?

The Premier: Noj; he is merely earrying onl
some of the duties of that officer.

Mr, MALEY: In last year’s Estimates we
had the Commissioner for the Wheat Belt anc
the Commissioner for the South-West bracketec
in one officer. In these Egtimates Mr, Suttor
is Commissioner for the Wheat Belt alome
I support the member for Bunbury in the
contention that we should have a director
rather than an inspector, to control the devel
opment of the South-West. Recently steps haw
been succesafully faken to establish bacon ant
buntter factories in various parts of the State
Tn this movement the Government haw
assisted to the extent of contributing pouni
for pound. Tn view of this we ought te haw
a capable Government officer to supervise th
establishment of those factories, and to se

We want a director for the
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to the essential question of standardisation.
The Premier should give us & detailed explana-
tion of the duties of this officer, and should
indicate how the Government propose to
grapple with the problems confromting them
in respect of dairying. Is tha Chief Inapector
for the South-West qualified for the work
which he has te do? If not the money is
wasted; £363 for an officer is a small salary,

Mr, Maley: Are we entitled to an explana-
tion on the item ‘‘Chief Inspector for the
South-West*’¢

The PREMIER: I have already explained
what the duties of this officer are. The mem-
ber for Bunbury said that a director was
wanted. The best advice can be obtained from
good practical farmers, and there are plenty
who are only too willing to give new settlers
information. Farmers do not hold sufficient
meetings and have discussions as they ought
to do and which would be of great assistance
to them. The officers provided by the Govern-
ment are willing to impart all the information
that is required.

Mr. MALEY: 1 wanted to know if this
officer has any qualifications to give advice on
the working of the many bacon and butter
factoriea that are being established in the
South-West.

The PREMIER: I am not in a position to
be able te inform the hon. member as te
whether the officer i3 an expert on the ques-
tion of bacon factories.

Mr. Maley: Will the officer have the super-
vision of these factories?

The PREMIER: He knows how the work
should be carried on.

Ttem, Tnspectors Fruit Industries Branch,
£1,925,

Mr. H. ROBINSOX: Last year there were
eight ingpectors and the amount provided was
£2,158. This year 10 inspectors are provided
at £1,923. Ts the reduction in wages or ex-
penses?

The PREMIER: There is an error in this
item. TLaat year there were 11 inspectors, not
eight.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When the fruit in-
spertors were put on it was intended that their
snlaries should be paid from the orchards tax,

Ton. F. E. 8, Wiilmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): No,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: TLast year direct
taxation was brought in and when I went to
pay my orchard tax this year I discovered that
the orchard tax was knocked out. Tt shows the
Treasurer does not want revenue. The Min-
ister said that the pests have been cleared ant
of orchards by the officers being appeinted,
which is a good thing. Tf this was the re-
anlt of the orchard tax it was a good invest-
ment.

Hon. ¥, E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : The hon. member is not correet, The
tax was put on orchards for extra inspectors,
Unfortunately the Bill was drafted in such a
way that only one tax could be collected and
that was the registration fee, which was not
o tax at all, When T was in the Agricultural
Department I found certain ecorrespondence
there and asked the Commissioner for Fruit
Industries what was the position as to the tax.
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He said, *Well, I believe we cannot legally
colleet it.”? What was the position then? We
had been collecting the money for years. I
paid year after year while others did not
pay and they could not legally be compelled to
ay.

P Z{lon. W. C. Angwin: You can bring in a
Bill to rectify that.

Hon, F. E. 8, WILLMOTT {Honorary Min-
ister): Yes, but it would be most unfair to tax
this particular industry. It was wrong to put
a tax on the orchardists, above all others, for
this particular purpose.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Seeing that the pests have
been practically eradicated frem the orchards
of the State, I would like to know whether it
is neeessary to have an inspector from the
Agrienltural Department going up to a place
like Geraldton, where perhaps only a thousand
cases of fruit are grown all the year round, to
put the people to a lot of expense in comnee-
tion with the eradication of the South African
box thorn, In Victoria the box thorn is used
as a hedge where they grow fruit and nothing
is done.

Hon. T, I 8 Willnott (Honorary Minis-
ter): They are just waking up to the fact
that it is s menace.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Government are
putting a considerable burden on the people
where there ts not much risk of pests appear-
ing. The Government might, therefore, recon-
sider the position and direontinue issning
orders for the eradication of this box thorn,

Hon. I*. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Henorary Min-
ister): At the request of the roads board and
the municipal couneil, and other publie bodies
iu the distriet the hon. member represents, a
certain sum of money was spent by the Gov-
ernment last year in the eradieatien of bhox
thorn on reserves. If the Covernment are
going to e put to that expense it is only right
that private individuals should be compelle:]
to do the same.

Mr., MALEY: Tbhat question only arose
when the inspector came along to srrve notices
on all and sundry that they had to eradieate
box-thorn, and ne orders at all were issued in
connection with the box thorm on reserves,
The owners ohject to c¢learing the stulf from
their propertiezs if the roads boards or muni-
eipal eouncils are not forced to do the same
on tho reserves,

Hon. P. E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): XNo action was taken against private
timlividuals,

Mr. MALEY: Any number of actions were
taken,

Mr, NAIRN: Can the Minister tell us who
the geniua was who destroyed those beautiful
old trees along the coast towards Rockingham?’
Those trees were landmarks and had been
there, T have no doubt, for over half a cen-
tury. To my knowledge there are no orchards
within many miles of those trees. The trees
were not caleuiated to de any harm whatever.
They were used by people who went there
loliday making as eamping places for the
shade that they afforded. There was a well
close at hand. I would like to know what it
rosk the department to send their men out so
far to destroy those trees, and for what pur-
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pose they weve destroyed. The man who was
reapongible for the lestruetion descrves a
nicha in the foola’ gallery. [ have never tcen
anch a piece of sheer destruction.

The PREMIER: The bhon. member will re-
cognise that we must carefully guarl apgainst
the spread of fruit-fly, but why these particular
trees were destroyed I am not in a position to
tell him.

Mr, Nairn:
hefore last,

The PREMIER: [ have no doubt it was
donce for some purpose.

Mr. S8MITIL: T notice there are two items,
‘“Botanist and Assisant Botanist,’’ under
last ycar’s heading, but no provision has
been made for them this vear, T understand,
however, they have been transferred to the
control of the Government Analyst. On what
ground did the Government do this? I am
eertzin  that officer knows nothing about
botany.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): The hen. member will see that there
is no provision for them on this year’s Esti-
mates.

The Premier: It is merely printed on the
Estimates to show what the vote was laat
year.

Mr, SMITH:
ferred?

Item, Wheat and dairy farms, including
wages, £11,8535.

Mr., SMITH: This is a rather substantial
amount and it is unfair to the Committoe
that it should be lumped in one item. Wae
have a right to know what our farms are
costing the country. T understand there ave
four or five altogether, and as the item ap-
pears on the Estimates we do not know what
each farm is costing the country,

The PREMIER: I am in a pogition to give
the hon, member the information he desires.
The item refers to the expenditure in connee-
tion with five State farms, and it includes
wages, purchase of stock, and so forth.
These are the partieulars for last year:—
Narrogin, expenditure £2,913, revenne £2,098;
Merredin, expenditure £1,768, revenue £2,.
759; Chapman, expenditure £1,534, revenue
£842; Denmark, cxpenditure £1,589, revenue
£842; Brunswick, cxpenditure £2,629, re-
venue £1,037, Last year the expenditure
was £10,433 and this year the expenditure
is £11,255, or £822 more. This inerease is
brought about to a certain extent by the
cost of commoditics generally and also in-
creased payment for wages, Then again, ad-
ditional stoeck has to be purchased, althongh
that amount is recoverabiec by sale of stock,
hut there must be a certain amount of money,
on the Estimates to enable the farms to pro-
cure stock they require from time to time.
The amount, although outstanding, does not
really mean that the State is the loser by
that amount. The revenue from these dif-
ferent farms will be placed to their credit,
and the loss to the State is only estimated
by taking one from the other. There has
seen considerable additional stoek purchased
‘or the Brunswick Farm,

They werc cut down the scason

Why have they been trans-
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Mr, II. ROBINSON: Ts it not a fact that
included in the Denmark item are wages
spent on improvements to the Dbuildings,
which should really go into capital account
instead of into current accounts?

Item, Fruit and orchard inapection, includ-
ing wages, £3,208.

Mr. OQ'LOGHLEN: 1 should like to koow
if a portion of this mouey represeuts incre-
ments to the officers who were to be puaid
these increments in 1913-14. They have not
received any war bonus either. Thoy have
given information to the settlers regarding
clearing, planting, packing, pruning of or-
chards, and so om, but have not received

travelling allowances commengurate ith
their calling. There is great disparity
between the travelling allowances of sume

officers of the higher grades and those of the
lower grades. This shonld not be so. If the
Treasurer wishes to introduee a reform ha
should fix the travelling allowanees at a rea-
sonable rate, say 10s.,, and make this apply
to all officers. For one officer to receive 8s.
a day travelling on a certain duty, amd for
n superior officer travelling on the same sort
of duty to reecive 138, 4d. a day, both getting
the same aceommodation, is, I think, unjusti.
fiable. The officers that T mention have not
received the inercases which were customary
hefore the war. They have received no war
honug and no increase in their travelling al-
lowanees.

Mr. Smith: Therc should be no difference
in the travelling allowances granted.

Mr. O°'LOGHLEN: I belicve the Govern-
ment would bring about & necessary reforin
in this direction if they adopted my sugges-
tion of a nniform rate of 10s. TIf this House
decided to alter the public service regula-
tions to ecarry- this into effect, I am sure
Parliament generally would agree. Will the
Government rectify this anomaly, und does
this amount of £3,000 odd include increments
to these officera?

The PREMIER: I am informed that the
inerease here is for a greater number of
field inspectors. The hon. member has gsome
right on his side when he supports the con-
tention that it is unreasonable that two men
ghould be put on a similar job, the ome re-
ceiving 8s. o day travelling allowance and the
other 15, 4d. No doubt the question requires
to be thoroughly gone into. The Government
will take up the matter with a view, if pos-
sible, to revising the system. There is no
doubt room for revisiom.

The Colonial Treasurer:
after it already.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is there any change of
an inerement being paid in the cases I have
named?

The PREMIER: There are inerementa pro-
vided for of £12 thig year,

Mr. MONEY: 1Is not this item gimilar to
the item for 10 fruit inspectorst It is im-
possible for anyone to kmow cxactly what
thia item means. What wages could there be
in orchard inspection that could he in addi-
tion to orehard inspectors? The itemn is mis-

I have been out
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leading. T think we shonld have more de-
tails before passing it.

The PREMIER: This item eovers the
general cost of administering the Plant Dis.
eases Act, apart from the salaries of the
officers on the fixed staff under scientifie
and technical. "The total cxpenditure last
year was £2,708 and went on wages for tem-
porary inspeetors, travelling  allowances,
freights and fares, ete, The money will be
apent this year on much the same basis,

Ttem, Rabbit and other vermin crodicatiom,
and upkeep of rablit-proof fence, including
wazes, £30,000,

Mr, MULLAXNY: What proportion of this
amount is it proposed to spend in the upkeep
of the rabbit-proof fence, and what propor-
tion is it proposed to spend in endeavouring
to cradicate the rabbits on our farming areas?
I think these two items should he kept separ-
ate. How is it proposed to expend this money?

The PREMIER: The amount spent last
year was £17,065, £15,423 being spent on the
upkeep of the rabbit proof fence, £1,642 on
the destruction of wild dogs, and £454 on in-
cidental expenscs.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is not much
there for the epecial destruction of rabbits.

The PREMIER: There is an item of
£6,000 for the erndieation of rabbits on aban-
doned farma.

Mr, DMullany: T think these two items
should he kept distinet, as T have said.

Mr. SMTTH: Ifow mueh do the Govern-
ment propose to expend on the destruction of
wild doga this year? Ts the amount to be in-
creased or reduced?

Hon. P. B, 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
tery: One cannot know what the amount is
until one knows what number of dogs are
killed.

My, SMITH: I hope the Iistimates are
drawn vp on eome safer principle than that.
A certain amount must have been allotted for
the wild dog lonus, What is the amount?
Then the Rabhit Department e¢arry on the in-
dustry of camel breeding, a curious illustra-
tion of the mixing up which obtains in that
department.

Hon, P. Collier: The Water Supply Depart-
ment likewise hreed camels.

Mr, SMITH: A large amount of money
has heen apent on the eamel station hy the
Rabbit Department, whe find that there is
now practically no market for camels; never-
theless, the station is still carried on and the
men are still employed there. Further, there
i8 a horse hreeding station at Jigalong.

Hon. R. IT, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): They are the same place.

Mr. SMITH: No. They are hundreds of
miles apart,

The PREMIER: Last vear £1,642 was
spent in wild dog bonuses. Ne¢ speeial amount
i8 set apart for this year, but the bonuses for
wild dog destruetion will be paid out of this
vote. The amount is penerally ahout £2,000
per annum; it has been roughly that for 20

years. As to the camel station, T know the
Rabbit Department have heen Threeding
camels. The expense is very slight. T have

questioned Mr, Crawford on the suhject asev-
ol times, and he assures me that the men
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employed on the rabbit fence, with the assis
ance of natives, merely breed a few camel
which are ugeful in connection with the wor
on the fence. 1 do not think any camels ha
been sold by the Rabhit Department; at an
rate, not for the last two years. I will lec
into the matter, and if there is no need f¢
the camel station it shall be wiped out.

Mr, LUTEY: Do the Government inten
to prosecute Tarmers inside the fenve who a
not taking steps to destroy rabbits on the
holdinzs? Many months ago it was reporte
that there were colonics of rabbita inside t!
fence, but T have heard of no yprosecutions.

The PRFMIER: 1f the Vermin Bi
passes, the Goverament will be in a positic
to deal with the matter,

Mr, Lutey: You have the power now.

Ttem, Eradication of rabbits on abandone
farms under control of Agricultnral Bar
and Tudustries Department, £6,000.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Why is it that ti
Agricultural Department and the Ilndustri
Assistance Board, both of them independe:
departments established vnder speeial Acts «
Parliament, do not provide from their ow
funds the cost of rablit destruction on the
properties, in the same way as private owne
have to do? 1f special pgrants of this natu
are to he made to the two institutions, v
ghall not be able to learn from the statemen
presented by them what expenditure the coun
try has really ineurred through them. 1
these two institutions are not to be called up
to provide money for rabbit destruction «
their properties, then private land holde
shonld not be required to do so either. Reall
this item should appear in the Estimates .
the Attorney General, who is also Minist
for Industries.

The PREMIER: The lands in question ¢
not really belong to the Agrieultural Ban
but to the State. If the Agricultural Bax
is to spend money on rabbit destruction, th:
money must be found by the State. I belier
the Agricultural Bank Act does not allow t!
bank to spewl mouney for auch a purpos
JHence the appearance of this item on {
Estimates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then it ghovld ha
apyeared on the old Estimates.

The PREMIER: The Rabbit Departme
do the work of rabbit destruction, which th
understand, while the Agricultural Bank ma
agement do not understand it. The expem
ture of this money will be under the econty
of the Rabbit Department.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: TIn that case we sh
have false returns from the Agrieultural Ba
in future,

The Premier: T Ao not think so at all,

IHon. T, WATLKER: T agree with the me
ber for North-East Fremantle, A division
control such aw is expressed here, seems to !
ahsolutely absard, Tirstly, the work is unf
the Agricultural Bank, as is evident from {
wording of the item, ‘‘Eradication of
bitg.?? Although it is true that the State ow
the property, the Agricultural Bank ia pr
tically the mortgagee of these abandoned far
and, like any other mortgapee, it should ¢
after its own property; and if money has
be found for the wwork, the oblization sho
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be placed on the Estimates of the Agricultural
Bank,

The Colonial Treasurer: After all, the loss
has to Le made up by the State.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, but let us have
it shown in the proper department. We have
the Rabbit Department, the Industries Assist-
onee Board, and the Agricultural Bank, all
interfering in this. Which department takes
the actual respensibility?

The Premier: The Agrieultural Department.

Hon, T. WALKER: Then if so where does
the Agricultural Bank come in, and where does
the Iudustries Assistance Board come in? Can
gither of them interfere? If not, why are they
mentioned here? THas the bank any say in
the matter at all?

The Premier: No, except that it can report
to the Agricultural Department that there are
rabbits on certain abandoned farms.

Hon. T. WALKER: I want to know where
the real responsibility rests.

The Premier: BEntirely with the Agricul-
tural Department. The department will make
use of the Apricultural Bank's inspectors.

Hon. 1. WALKER: Who is going to pay
the inspectors for their services?

The Premier: 1t is part of their duty,

Hon. T. WALKER: The officers of one de-
partment are doing the work, but the respon-
sibility is with another department. There we
find the possibility of friction or of neglect.
The Agicultural Department relies on the in-
spectors of the bank, while the bank rclies on
the Agricultural Department to do all the work,
I, as a private ownef, T am penalized for not
eradieating rabbits on my farm, why should
tho Agricultural Bank go seot-free? Tt should
be the duty of the bank and of the Industries
Asgsistance Board to see that the farms in
which they have an interest are properly freed
from the pest. Tt is not so now. It is by no
means satisfactory to the settlers suffering
from the pest, The Agricultural Department
i8 dependent on the assistanece of the bank’s
inspectors and, that assistance not being
forthcoming, the settlers suffer. It is g
muddling way of doing things, making dir-
cetly for negligence in dealing with a very
serious menace to the settlers.

Hon, W, C, ANGWYN: The Premier fails
to understand my ohjection to this amount
being placed on these Estimates. It is a
charge agninst the Agricnltural Bank and the
Industries Assistance Board. The Premier has
on hia Estimates thia year an increase of
£18,315, while the Minister for Industries
shows an increase of only £700. Here we have
£6,000 on the Estimates of the Agricultural
Department which should be on the Estimates
of the Agrienltural Bank. Hon. members
ghould be able to see in the reports of the
Agricultural Bank what losses, if any, have
been made. Tf the Agricultural Bank find that,
owing to past laxity in, say, making unwar-
ranted advances, losses have heen incurred, we
should know what the losses are.

The Minister for Works: Do you say that
the bank’s advances have been unwarranted?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No. I gay that if
they made losgses we should know of it. Tf
the State is put to any expense in eradicating
rabbits or other pests from lands held by the
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Agricultural Bank, it should be shown on the
balance sheet of the Agricultural Bank. Pre-
sently we shall have from the Agricultural
Bank and the Industries Assistance Board re-
ports showing how well those institutions have
been managed. Yet we find heve in this ome
item on the Estimates of the Apricultural Bank
what is virtually a grant of £6,000 to the
Agricultural Bank and to the Tndustries As-
sistance Board. That is not a reasonable
way of presenting the figures. If the Rail-
way Department had to spend this sum it
would he shown on the Estimates of the
Railway Department, and on no other.

Mr. Smith: This should be charged against
the abandoned farms,

Hon. Wi C. ANGWIN: Yes, so as to show
later on what losses have been really made.
1 know it makes no difference as far as the
finances of the Government are roncerned,
but it is on the wrong Estimates and we shall
never see o correct balance sheet as far as
the Agrienltural Bank is concerned. I move
an amendment—

That the item Dbe struck out.

The PREMIER: The amount is placed on
the Estimatos for a speeinl purpose. It
should be shown how the money has bheen
#ctually expended. The Agricultural Bank
cannot make use of its funds except for its
customers,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will the Government
charge it up against the bank later ont?

The PREMTER: Yes. This amount has to
be administered by the Agricultuval Depart-
ment, and it will be shown in the future how
the money has been spent, and how mueh has
been spent on abandoned farms in the pos-
session of the Agrienltural Bank and the In-
dustries Department.

Mon. W. C. Angwin: Then it will erome
out on their balance sheet?

The PREMIER: Tt will he shown there.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: I want to see a
proper statement., T ask leave to withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Ttem, Noxious weeds, £100,

Mr. MALEY: Ts the Premier satisfied with
the administration of the Noxious Weeda
vate? Members of the roads hoard sre ap-
pointed as honerary inspectors wunder the
Noxions Weeds Act. Tn our distriect we have
any number of noxious weeds, such aa
Spanish radish, deublegees, wild onion, spur
weed, stinlkwort, stinking Roger—in {act,
every noxious weed that is known in the
State—and we are obtaining no benefit from
the administration of the Noxious Weeds
Act. T suggest that the Government take
the administration of the Noxious Weeds
Act from the Agrienltural Department and
incorporate it with the Roads Act. No
honorary inspector likes to report a neigh-
bour, as he geta into bad odour with that
neighbour. In some cases, although action
has been taken by an honorary inspector, it
has been found that the Apricultural De-
partment has forgotten to gazette the ap-
pointment,

The PREMIER: I shall be pleased to look
into this question when the Roads Bill is
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beingr considered later. 1t might be found
wlvisnble to place the administration of the
Noxions Weeds Act under the vontrol of
roads boards. 1t is a seusible suggestion
aod I will look into it. The £100 js placed
on the Estimates to ecnable the Government
tu deal with veserves and other Government
properties where noxious weeds are found.

Item, Potato inspection, including wages,
£600.

Mr., PICKERING: 1 should like an ex-
planation of this item, especially in view
of the Irish blight which has been found
amongst potatoes. It is necessary that the
Government sghould take an oppeortunity of
appointing an inspector at a reusonable sal-
ary, becanse the late inspector was very
much uaderpaid.

The PREMIER: This amount is practic-
ally the same as last year. There are only
two inspectors employed. Mr. Young, the
senior inspector, has taken over the Quties of
the late Mr. Bratby. The amount is to pay
the ealaries of the inspectors.

Ttem, Assistance te poultry
£500.

Hon. W, (0, ANGWIN: This is a new item.

The PREMIER; The amount ia for render-
ing agsigtance to the poultry industry in a
general way, for paying salaries, and ren-
dering assistance through Government offi-
eers. Mr. Maconochie was employed when
the Estimates were being framed, but he has
left and gone Tnst, At the present time the
proportional monthly amount is not being
expended.  There is only one oflicer now
heing employed by the Government, a Mr.
Waite, who is partly employed by the West-
ralian Farmers, Ltd. Tt is very difficult to
get persons with a knowledge of poultry.
Mr. Allman was the poultry expert and gave
general satisfaction, but he went to the
Front., The duty of the inspecters iz to sce
that there is no disease amongst the poultry
in the different poultry farms which gener-
ally are around the metropolis. TUnless it is
netessary to put on extra assistance the full
amount will not be required.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: T saw in the Press
some time ampo that the Commornwealth were in
partnership with the Westralian TFarmers,
Ltd., in conneetion with the poultry business.
T think the Government shonld stand on
their own foundation in renderine  nssist-
ance to the poultry industry. I could under-
stand the Government giving some suhsidy
to an association, but the Westralian Farm-
ers are agents for varions manufactures, ar-
tieles required in connection with the poul-
try industry. Whv should the Covernment
gubsidise a servant of the Westralian Farm-
ers, Ltd.? Tt is a dangevous precedent to
adopt. Mr, Waite ir secvetary of some asso-
ciation, or he was.

My, Smith: He wus secretary of the co-
operitive assneintion.

Tlon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: At Belmont, 1
think it was. This is a wrong praetice, to
assist an agent of a firm that is trading in
cortain lines which other firms are trading in.
Tt is assisting in the payment of a man’s
salary. Tt is wrong that the Government

industry,
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shoultl subsidise the servuut of another firm.
The Premier could find a returned soldier
who very likely woull be a poultry faurmer,
and he might be assisted with a subsidy of
this kind.

The PREMIER: The individual in question
has organired gil the poultry farms around
DPerth inte a co-operative  socicty and they
have been so very suceessful that they have
managed to export eggs.

Hen. W, (. Angwin: If they are so sue-
ceesful, why do they want a subsidy!?

The PREMLIER: This man hag Dbeen sue-
cessful, The Agriculiural Departinent has al-
ways had a poultry expert and this man is
the adviser awl organiser of the department,

Mr. BROWN:; With regard to the poultry
farm at Subiaco, I would draw the V’remier’s
attention to the fact that there is £300 or
£400 worth of wire netting practically going
to waste at the present time on that farm and
it would be well to dispose of it.

The Premier: I will go inte that matter.

Mr. H. ROBINSOXN: I would draw atten-
tion to the faet that the item for the stabling
of thorses for Government departments ap-
pears under last year's Estimates, but there
is no provision for it this year. Have the
horses been disposed of?

The Premier: That item is not on the Esti-
mates for this year.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the Agri-
cultural Department,

{Mr. Munsie took the Chair,]

Colonial Secretary’s Department, Hon, H,
P. Colebately, Alinister—Hon. R. H. TUnder-
wood (Honorary Miniaster) in charge of the
votes.

Vote—('olonial Secretary, £498,163:

Tlon. R, IT. UNDERWOOD (Ilonorary Min-
ister—Pilbara) [9.35]: In introducing the
Estimates of the Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment, T do not intend to take up any length
of time. They are the same Estimates which
we have always had presented to us, May
I he allowed thowgh to refer to the question
of the finances? These BEstimaters have con-
stderably to <o with the finances of the State,
as the expenditure of the (‘olonial Becretary's
Department is roughly half a million ponnds
aml the revenue wnder £100,000, My exper-
ience, in connection with the introduction of
these Estimates, is that hon. members always
geem to be under the impression that we
should have mo inereases. On this subjeet T
desire to refer to a previous  Government.
The Beaddan Government wore severely criti-
cisedl by sotne of those hen. members who
are at present oecupying the Treusury Beneh.
I wnsa 2 memhrr of the Seaddan Government
at thet time and we heard it waid repratedly
that the finanves were in their then condition
owing to maladministration and exteavagnnee
in the department. Two subsegnent Trons-
urers have proved beyond all shadew  of
doult that the Sceaddan methed of finanre
eould not be improved. T mention this be-
canse T think it is time that justice shoull
be done to the Seaddan Govirnment for their
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administration, I am introducing these Esti-
mnates for the fourth time. When the Wilson
Government came into office the public of
Western Australia were fully persuaded that
it only retuired good administration to
square the finances. That Government failed.
The present Treasurer said he was going to
cut’ everything to the bone in the way of
expenditure but the trouble is that it had
already heen cut to the bhone and it is now
impossible to serape anything more off the

bone. The Estimntes are eut as low as pos-
gible, consigtent with efficiency and taking
into consideration the wmany necessities
of the State. Hon. members will find,
if they go through the [Estimates of
this department for the past three years,
that they have stood at practically the

same figure. The prescnt ycar's Estimates
are slightly lower than those of two years
ago. It is impossible to make drastic redue-
tions without being harsh on various people.
Hon. P. Collier: You have cuat them
pretty bare now.
Hou. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister): I am of that opinion also.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Therc is no opposition to
these.

Hou. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister}: I do not think there is any epposition
to any of these Estimates. We have heard
some very doleful remarks about the finrances.
There is no doubt that the finances of West-
ern Australia are in a bad way, but then we
have to remember that as soon as the war is
over, the whole of the finances of the world
will have to be re-adjusted. There i3 not a
shadow of doubt about that and the few mil-
lions we owe will not be comparable with the
thonsands of millions which the Empire ewes,
and there will have to be an cntire readjust-
ment,

Mr. O'Loghlen: On what lineca?

Hon. R. I, UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min.
ister): At the present time [ am dealing
with the Colonial Secretary’s Estimates. Tf
[ were Treasurer T would disclose the limes,
but it would not be on the lines that every.
body af the State wonld go to the ffovern-
ment for all they counld got and give nothing
in return. With reeard to the Fstimates of
the Colonial Seerctary’s Depirtment  hon
memberas will find theve is a et deevrease of
£€5,637. That indieates that we have liren
fairly eareful,

My, Holman: But will you keop inside those
Estimates?

on. R. IT. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister}: I do not think we will in regard to
one or twn. Tn the Harbhours and Tight De-
partment hon, members will see that theve is
a reduetion of £7.400, Properly speaking
that iz na reduetion at all, heeanse last vear
wo spent o rood deal of money on repairs to
the ‘*Penguin.'’ She was leased, as she has
heen this vear, to the Naval Department. Last
year she was leased on the terma that we pro-
visioned her, and therefora we had to spend
money in provisioning and manning the vesael.
This year she has been let on the terms that
the Federal Govermment shall do that work,
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and we shall therefore show n deerease in the:
expenditure. We also show a decrease in tha
revenue, Again, there are other itema that
are worthy of note. . There are inereases in
the Medical and Public ‘Health and Charities
of £7,439, Included in that vote therc is
£3,000 additional subsidy for tho Children’s,
Hoszpital. "It beeame absolutely imperative to
grant that subsidy. The bhospital got into!
such a porifion that it was impossible to go
on, and we had to provide a snbsidy or take
the hespital over, or do away with it, which-
wns oat of the question. In comnection with.
the Perth Public Hopspital we have bad to
provide £2,500 more than previously, For
many years we have subsidised that hospital
to the extent of £20,000. TFor years past they
bave been asking for more,

Hon. P. Collier: When we took office the
grant to that hospital was £12,000.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOQD (Honorary Min-
ister): Of course, the war and the collections
for the wvarious funds have considerably
affected the funds of the institution. We wilj
have to look forward fo the time when we shall
have to faee the gquestion of taking over the
Perth Hospital and ronning it as a Govern-
ment institution. I de not think it would be
any more expensive to do that than to pay
the subsidy we are giving to-day.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Lers than E£100 was coi-
lected by way of aubscriptions last year.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): There iz another itemt which shows an
increase, the Fisheries, £031. That amount is
made up entirely of £1,000 in connection with
repairs to the steamer *‘Torvens’’ which s at
Shark Bay. 'The reasons for repairing the
vessel is that a eompany were desirous of
starting fishing operations at Shark Bay and
Carnarvon and they wanted to take over the
vergel,  We connt the original valwe of the
‘“Torrens’’ at £600 and we spent £1,000 on
her, amd the company will tnke her over on
lease, paying six per cent., interest on £1,600
with the right of purchase at the end of 12
month=. T may say that cven if the eompany
toes not sucered the shin is well worth £1.600
when revaived, We coull sell her for more
than that to-day, hnt we have no desire to (o
#0, heeause ‘we wart to aive those people a
chanee, The ronditions are that the ship, if
she comes back 1o us, is to be returned in good
order and condition less usnal wear and tear.
They are to muintain here in every way.

Mr, Tecwdale: Iave you seevrity?

Hon. . H, UNDERWOOD (Monorary Min-
istery: Yes. n good deposit has been put up,
Speaking conernlly, the Mstimatos are practi-
cally the same as they have heen for the last
two op three years. There is an inerease in
the Tanaey DNepartment, whieh is, nerhaps,
the most genuine one of aY. That increase is
avwing to the inereased nuwmher of potients,
The Tnspector General’s report is on the
Table, and it will be seen in that renort that
he bas deereasel the cost per patient by a
reasonalle amonnt, Tt will also he fonnd in
the varions reports that this has heen the ease
at Wooroloo teo. Tt T agree with the leador
of the Oppesition that we can go too far in
regard to cutting down these institutions. T
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am fairly sure the Committee does not desire
to decrease the expenditure on these imstitu.
tions to such a point that we could not pro-
perly treat the inmates. In regard to the
various institutions, there are in particular
two in respect of which we have had know-
ledge for the last four year that the accom-
modation is insufficient. One is the Qld Men's
Home, and the other the Hospital for the In-
gate at Claremont, The matter has been be-
fore Ministers for the last four years. By
somg means or other we shall have to find
money to provide further accommodation,

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is stated that there are -

in the 0ld Men’s Home a number who should
not be there. Is that correct?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Homorary
Minister)}: T do not think so. The manage-
ment is fairly good im that respect. In re-
gard to that institution, there is a recoup
from the Federal Government. There are some-
thing like 200 old age pensioners in the in-
stitution, The Federal Government pay us
8a. 6d. a week in respect of each of them, and
the pensioner gets the balanee.

" Mr. O'Loghlen: I think the amount is 10s,
now.

Heon. E. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): If that is so we are making a
shade of profit, becavse the cost is something
under 9s. It is all very well to complain. I
remember the inquiry made in regard to the
Old Men’s llome. Prior to that inquiry I was
fully cognisant of the faet that we required
to spend some £3,000 or £4,000 on that home
bhefore we could get the necessary accommoda-
tion. Without the necessary accommodation,
we eannot treat the patients as they should be
treated. I om making these statements so
that the Committee may be prepared to re-
coive Estimates showing a considerable in-
erease for the purpose of providing accomn-
modation. Alternatively we may provide it
out of Loan Estimates. In regard to the O1d
Women'’s Home, it is not overcrowded at pre-
sent. If T had a more liberal Treasuvrer T
should like to build a place on the Swan river
specially for the institution. That would cost
anything from £10,000 to £20,000 and we have
not the money. However, the institution, as
I have said, is not overcrowded, and there are
very few complaints regarding it. There are a
couple of other departments which I might
speeially mention in passing. One is that of
the Police Force. T again express my opinion
that the Western Anstralian Police Force is
certainly not discreditable to the State. It is
eagy to raise complzints regarding the police.
As a matter of fact a small percentage of
people in every country does not believe in
police at all. Our police are not only engaged
in the prevention and pnnishment of crime,
but they carry out some most extraordinary
dutiea. T have here the report of the Com-
misgioner of Police, in which he gives the
duties of the Police Force vutside the work
that uwsed to be considered police work. To
take just a few of them: they make in-
quiries re collecting for the Crown lands, re
protection of timber reserves, and re the pre-
vention of the unauthorised removal of tim-
her. For the Eleectoral Department they count
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and check rolls and make inquniries re breaches
of the Act. They also make inquiries re
breaches of the Early Closing Act. ¥or the
Edueation Department they make inguiries
re non-attendance at school and they enforce
the compulsory clauses, They have to attend
to the imspection of shearers’ huts under the
shearers’ accommodation measure. They have
to inquire re applications for permission to
kill kangaroos. They make inquiries regard-
ing honorary inspectors under the Game Act,
and inquiries re the increase or decreass of
opossums, They enforce the provisions of the
Fisheries Aect re fishing in enclosed waters
They perform a number of services for the
gaols, including the paying of gaol accounts.
They attend to local and Eastern States re-
cords of prisoners and prisoners’ finger
prints, For the hospitals they perform a num-
ber of sgervices including the delivering of
messages to relatives and the informing of re-
latives re the deaths of patients. Under the
Immigration Aet they make inguiries re the
eollection of debts, For the Lunacy Depart-
ment they escort insame patients to the hos-
pital and make inquiries on behalf of the
Master in Lunacy. They act as clerks to war-
dens’ courts and mining registrars. They act
a3 ingpectors of mining leases, They ecarry
out health board regulations, and attend to
proaecutions. For the Medical and Health
Department they assist in various waye &t
hospitals, as, for instance, in attending to
deliripus patients. For the Agricultural De-
partment they make inquiries regarding per-
sons to whom machines and implements have
been sold on terms. For the Railways they es-
cort the paymasters and make inquiries re
persons tresparsing and goods reported loat
in transit and otherwise. Under the Roads
Board Act they report offences agaimst by-
laws and health regulations. They also report
bhreaches of the vniform general by-laws re-
lating to wmotor traffie, and they inquire re
hreaches of the Dog Act, and as to the char-
acter of persons adopting children.

Mr, Teesdale: Cannot we take the rest as
readd

Hon, R, H. UNDERWQOD (Honorary
Minister: I think so, but I have not finighed.
In regard to the State there is another page
of it, and equally as much is done for the
Commonwealth, The Colonial Treasurer is en-
deavouring to get some recognition from the
Federal Government of the work done by our
police for that Government.

Hon. P. Collier: Tf you do that they will
establish Federal police here,

Hon. R. H. TUNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): Just a word or two in regard to

the loyalty of the force. Rouphly, there are
gome 300 members of the force and, taking all
their responsibilities, the position they are in,
the likelihood of their being over-officious, and
of interfering with people with whom they
onght not to interfere, and having regard to
the power they exervise it would not be a

‘matter for wonder if 10 per ecent. of them

were not up to their work. Yet I do not think
there are in the forece 50 men who onght not
to be in it. T want hon. members to consider
the position from that point of view. I re-
member that when the Scaddan Government
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wera enforcing that 7.89 per cent. reduction
the police stood by us, notwithstanding the
faet that we were reducing their amouniz by
the same percentage as in the case of those
allowed off work, whereas the police had to
remain and work, That amount has sinee
heen made up to them; but it was not prom-
ised to them while the reduction was being
enforced. No doubt on that occasion the
police acted loyally by the Government. It
seems to me the policc do not pay any atten-
tion as to who the Minister of the day may
be, but are loyal to the (iovernment. Again,
in regard to enlisting, we laid down the ruies
that if any member of the foree desired to
enlist, he must resign from the foree and
forego all benefits that might be aceruing to
Lim, except bis superannuation rights,

Hon. T. Walker: Was that not detrimental
to reeruiting?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): I do net know, but I am con-
vineed that it was absolutely right. It has
been followed by many countries in the Rrit-
ish Empire, including New South Wales, Tas-
mania, Canada, and South Africa. .

Hon. P. Collier: Whilst the Goveroment
did not undertake to keep the positions open
for them. I hope the Government will provide
positions for those who come back.

Hon. R. . UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): We found that, notwithstamding
we woulidl not give them any promise what-
ever, many first-class men in the police re-
signed and went to the Front. T think it is
the duty of the Governmeiit to reinstate those
who come back fit and well in the grade in
which they were when they left.

Mr. Teesdale: And it ought to be done.

Hon. R. H, TNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): That iz the desire of this Government.
This is a department, of which T am afraid
we have not put enough on the Egtimates to
tover the cost of administration. We may
have to excess the amount. If these men come
back they will be coming on as senior con-
stables. [t will pessibly mean that they will
retain their prade, and tbat the time they
have been away will be counted in their favour,
They will retain their seniority, and beeause
of that we may get an excess of higher grade
men, that is seniors. Seniors are all paid more
than juniors, and we may get, amd I hope will
get, an exress of senior men, This will neces-
sitate higher payments to them. I am of
opinion that the Estimates provided will not
fully meet the cost. If things go as they went
lagt year we can just about get through on
the estimates shown on these papers. With
regard to the police forece and the expenditure
in that eonneetion, T would point out that the
rates of pay in 1910 were, probationers 63, 6d.
per day, constables wp to five years 7s, 6d.,
constables from five years to ten years, 8s.,
and for ten years and over 9s., eorporals 10s,,
and sergeants 11s. 61, Im 1911 the rates were,
probationers Ga. 6d., constables under three
yeara 8s., over three years and under five years
8s. Gd., over five years and under ten years
98, and ten years 9s. 64, In 1917 the rates
for probationers were 7s., for constables under
three years 8s. 6d., from three to five years
9s., from five years to ten years 9s. 6d., frem
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ten to 13 years Uy, from 135 to 20 years 10s.
6., and for 20 years and over 11s. The main
difference in regord to the expenditure is that
men who have bLeen any length ot time in the
service are recciving, as they should, better
pay. 1f 2 man has been 20 years in the ser-
vice of the police 11y, a day is not too much to
pay him. I awm sure the Conmuwmittee will ap-
prove of these increases, With increases of
that deseription we must have increased ex-
penditure.  With regard to aborigines, I do
not know that there will be much eriticism of
this department., The summary of lListimates
shows a decrease of £13G3. These estimates
are drawn out differently to most of the
estimiates of this department, because the re-
ceipts are credited against the expenditure.
The net expenditure is not shown on the other
estimates, In that amount there is a sum of
£1,250, wbich we expect to get for the sale
of the steamship ‘‘Venus,”’ On the other
hand we are demolishing the lock hospitals at
Bernier and Dorrie Islands, It was a mistake
they were ever built there, We are rebuilding
something infinitely less elaborate at Port
Hedland, and making slight shelter shed pro-
vision at onc or two other ports o the coast.
Toder the amending Health Act, medical
officera have to treat patienta of this deserip-
tion. This will mean—although it will not
show altogether this year—a decreased ex-
penditure of something like £2,000 or £3,000
a year., The whole of the structurcs in this
department are paid for out of general rev-
enue. There iz nothing put to capital aceount,
nor is anything taken from loan money. We
have a couple of stations which have been
built up within the last two or three years,
notwithstanding the decrense by some thous-
ands in the expenditure, at Carrolop and
Mogumber, Mogumber iz now in course of
construction. Tn regard to Carvolup, we have
A manager’s residence of four rooms, woaid
and iron, a farm hand’s residence, a hall of
stone and irom, quarters for the nurses, the
teacher and the missionary, and we have also
a small hogpital, T might read a letter which
was received by an hon. member and passed
on to me, which complaing of the treatment
of the aborigines. The writer of the letter
says amongst other things—

Abont twelve months later the Govern-
ment beeame finaneial, war conditions then
prevailing, and away they went, and now .
nothing is too good for the natives. There
have been comfortable buildings erected,
with lavish furnishings, piano, gramaphone,
wire mattresses and Dbedding, and wash-
stand and toilet ware for natives, Twelve
sewing machines have been installed.

The comfortable buildings are there and have
been built out of revenue notwithstanding the
reduction in the expendifure by several thou-
eand pounds per annum. The lavish furnish-
ing amounts to n decent eane chair for the
women, and a decent tablecloth. The piano
was gent there from Torrie Island, where it
had been for a number of years, and the
gramaphone was presented to us by a gener-
ous citizen. We feel the want of a kettls
drum or side drum. Tf there is anyone gen-
erously disposed towards the aborigines I
ghould be pleased to accept from such person
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a side drum. The uatives use a kerosene tin
at present. With regard to the 12 sewing ma-
chines reterred to——

Mr. Teesdale: Bosh!

Hon, R, H. UNDBRWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): There have been six. We are distri-
bting a good deal of made clothing to the
altorigines. 1 am confident that with a little
training the half-caste girly particularly will
Le most adept at making elothing.  We are
sendinge a sewing mistress down to teach them
to sew. We¢ have bought Australinn flannel,
and intend to cndeavonr to make clothes there
instead of huying them ready made. The
letter goes on to say—

A flock of sheep, not to grow wool, but

to feed natives, has been supplied.

We have 250 sheep there, and we hope to be
able to provide sufficient killing sheep aus a
resilt of the natural increage. The wool is
taken off mast earefully and well laoked after.
We have ahont 250 to 300 acres of land
cleared, farm  implements, horses, carts  and
motor-cars also being there.  All this has been
done ont of revenue, although the revenue is
considerably lower than it waa a few years
apgo. In launching these Estimates on n sen
of trouble, 1 can only say [ will do my hest
to answer as fully as possible any questions

that may be asked by hon, members. [ ask
for merey.

Mr., HOLMAXN (QMurchison) [10.10]: The
Honorary Minister asks for merey, T do not

know that he deserves it. We have an oex-
ample of the adminictration of the (olonial
Seerctary in having a double set of Estimates
placed hefore this Committee.  Why this ex-
tra expense has been incurred it is not very
difticult for us to sve., It is caused by the
slipshoil method, which is a result of the werk
carricd on practically under the administra-
tion of the Colonial Seerctary.

Hon. P. Collier: The Under SBeeretary is
away.

Mr. TIOLMAN: That might account for it
to some coxtent. Of course the Colonial Seere-
tary must ecome in for a good deal of the
criticiam in connection with the administra-
tion of the department but being a pressman
he has utilised his experienee or knowledge in
the direction of boosting himself up to a great
extent, and so cscaping much of the criticiam
which perhaps another Minister might have
received, We should have some explanation
a3 to who was responsible for this double set
of Estimates. It appears from the Estimates
that it is desired to cloak over many things.
The previons Estimates were set forth  much
maore fully than they are to-day, and contained
a great deal more infermation. The present
istimates represent the most unsatisfactory
seetion of the general Estimates which has
been gent down,

Ton, P. Collier: There is very little dif-
ference between the new and the old.

Mr. HOLMAN: 1 am convineed that the
Lunacy Department ought to cmbrace a larger
area than it does. The new Estimates merely
set out the number of clerks, cte,, employed,
this having escaped the first edition of the
Estimates.
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Mr, Smith: What about a stop press?

Mr, HOLMAN: We shonld have a stop
press. This eertainly puts one in mind of the
“*Daily News,”? Why the Government should
go to the expense of having these Estimates
reprinted merely for the purpose of rhowing
the total number of clerks employed last venr
is bevond me. Mad we had a full set of
Estimates, the same as lart year, giving in-
iormation which shenld he available to the
Committze, this would not have been neces-
sary. In the present pesition it is impossible
to understand what the KEstimates really are.
Under ‘‘ Bead office and branches’’ there is a
huge discrepancy. The vote for 1917-1% waa
£5,700, and the expenditure for the same
period was £8,430—something like £4,000 over
the mmount granted. Why has that vote been
g0 largely cxcessed? The manner in which
the listimates are presented on this occasion
will not allow us to detcet such diserepancies,
It is impostible to discover inereases and de-
creates in the items.  With regarl to one
officinl of the department, [ am not satisfied
that the information given me by the Pre-
mier in reply to a question is eorrect. Tn
partienlar [ am satisfied that the statement
that the officer was absent from the office
for only a certain number of days is incor-
rect,  Between the Colonial Secretary’s Fasti-
mates for last year and those for this year,
there ig n difference as hetween Jay and
night, in point of information given. Why
the fucts are being eloaked in this manner
is beyond me. Regarding an audit of the
acconnts of a eertain department, we have
not heen able to got the information which
we are entitled. To-day 1 questioned the
Premier as to whether reduction of a cer-
tain officer’s sslary had been made, and the
reply I received was in the affirmative. 1
findd now, however, that last ycar the ae-
countant’s salary was £300, while on these
Estimates it is shown that the expenditure
was L4322, That is a very remarkalle thing,
and one ealling for explavation. To me it
looks as if items were sct on the Tstimates
with a downright intention to mislend this
Committee. Assuredly, no expenditure of
public money should he snbhmitted to the
Committec for the express purpose of mis-
leading. Therc must be something in it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is a footnote
referring to the accountant,

Mr. HOLMAN: The footnote makes not
the slightest difference. Most likely, when
we eome to the expenditure on State hotels,
we shall find a further amount expended
from that vote. Probably the administration
of the department is the same right through
the piece. When the aecounts of the Fire
Brigades were audited, it was stated that a
consolidating Act came into force ‘‘last
year’'—that is to say, 1916—and that the
Estimates for the then current year were
framed under the provisions of that Act, but
that the Governor’s approval of those Esti-
mates had not been obtained in accordance
with Section 40, and that therefore the ex-
penditure had been illegal. And yet the
Premier refuses to supply the Commitiee with
that information. We want to know how
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far the system of illegally expending money
obtainsg in other departments. The report fur-
ther states—
In this connection I submit that the
Secrotary to the hoard wrote to the Under
wecretary of the (olonial Secretary’s
Department  giving full particulars of the
Estimates and asking for the approval of
the (overmor iu accordanee with Seetion
40, awl received a reply stating that this
had been done; but I find, on investigation,
that the blame for the neglect rests with
the Colonial Scerctary’s Department.
There is the position—the money has been
spent illegally, and the whole of the blame
rests on the Colonial Seeretary’s Depart-
meat.  Yet the Premier, to cloak over the
illegal expenditure, refuses to supply the
Ilouse with the information for which I
have asked.

llon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Min-
ister): The aundit has only just comc to hand
now,

Mr, HOLMAN: I do not blame the Hon-
orary Minister, who does not adminigter the
department, but merely introduces here the
Estimates of another Minister.  The audit
has been & remarkably long time coming.
The report in question gives a great deal of
interesting informatien, pointing out what has
been done and who is to blame for deing it.
1 hope the Honorary Ministor, if he has the
necessary authority, will place the audit file
on the Table. Hon, members are entitled to
gueh information relative to any department.
Evidently there is a desire to cloak the doings
of this particular department. When on the
items, I shall endeavour to obtain from the
Honorary AMinister explanations of the extra-
ordinary excesses on some of last year’s items.
There is an estimated decrease of about £3,000
shown on last year’s expenditure, but, as [
have shown, on one item alone the excess last
year amounted to something like £4,000. An-
other matter requiring explanation is why
these Estimates show an inerease of six in
the number of clerks employed by the depart-
ment—an increase of siX in two years during
which the work has of necessity been less?
Last year there was an increase of two clerks
in the accounts braneh and this year the bunch
of clerks includes another fonr new appoint-
ments. What are the new eclerks doing? The
item does not show, but befors it passes I
shall endeavour to obtain the information.
Last year’s two new clerks were explained on
the ground that the administration of State
hotels was coming into the Colonial Secretary’s
Department. But there is no increase in the
work of the department this year to explain
the further influx of clerks. There does not
appear to be enough in the department to
keep all the officials going, and there should
have been a reduction of staff, But in all
probability in the Colonia! Secretary’s De-
partment the same state of affairs obtains as
in other departments—some officers doing more
than their fair share of work, while others are
holding sineeures practically, drawing high
galaries and doing very little for them, being
ahsent from the office for the most part of
their time.
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Mr. Harpvison: How would you remedy that
state of things?

Mr. HHOLMAXN: The civil service of Western
Australia sprang up from a system which was
not the very best, which did not enable the
State to obtain the best return from the eivil
gervice. A large section of the civil service
do more than their share of the work, but
there are another section who should be got
rid of, if that is possible, at the eurliest pos-
sible moment, I refer to civil servants hold-
ing their positions not by merit but by in-
fluence, and responsible to a considcrable ex-
tent for the rotten administration of the
Bervice.

Mr, Harrizson: What remedy do you pro-
pose’?

Mr., HOLMAN: A repeal of the laws shel-
tering such civil servants,

Mr. Bmith: Are you prepared to support
auch legislation?

Mr. HOLMAN: Certainly, I am. In our
public serviee, as in other avenues of employ-
ment, there are real good men doing giant's
work. We have seen some of them killed by
the work they have done. On the other hand,
certain public servants are drawing saiaries
for which they do practically nothing, 1 de
not blame the whole service, but the svatem
under which the service sprang into existenco
was a thoroughly bad system, and everybody
knows it. The sooner we realise where the
defects are and improve the service the better
it will be for the finances of the State. COne
could speak at some length on the manner in
which some of the departmenis ore adminis-
tered, and refer to the pood work dono by
various officers and the indifferent work of
others. Tt would be decidedly te the advan-
tage of the State to get rid of many officers
and in that way save not only their salaries,
but the money that is squandered through their
maladministration. The House coul? well
appoint a select committee to go inta the
matter next ression. There are business men
in the House who could place their fingers on
the defects in no time, and an unbiassed report
on the condition of some of the departments
woull enable the Government to effect many
improvements and a considerable saving. We
should certainly have a seleet committee or
even a Royal Commission to carry out these
investigations. TUnfortunately Ministers do not
seem to appreciate the positions they oceuwpy.
They appear to let their officers lead them hy
the nose in any direction those officers desire.
We have had evidence of that to a consider-
able extent of Tate by the presence on the
floor of this House of civil servants who have
been called in to instruet or assist Miniasters.
Such a thing was urheard of until recently.
When the Labour Government were in office,
no one ever thought of inviting a eivil servant
to eome inte the Chamber to tell a Minister
what he had to say. At the present time Minis-
ters do not appear to krow anything at all
about their departments or abont the Bills
they are introducing, And the departments
are split up more than ever.

Mr. Jones: Asnd there are more Honorary
Ministers.
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Mr. IOLMAN: Yes, and with even less
work than Ministers had to do some years
ago it is npecvessary for them to have
officials on the floor of the House to
instruet them. I remember the time when the
Commigsioner for Railways was refused per-
wission to go in the lobby of the House and
it was then made clear that the lobbies were
savred to the reprosentatives of the penple.
What do we find now? Ministers are so lax
in connection with the administration of the
affuirs of their own departments that they
must have officials beside them to put words
into their mouths when they have to addresa
the Chamber, The present MMinister for
Works when Commissioner for Railwaya wus
ordered off the flopor of this House by the
Hpeaker of the day, in spite of the faet that
he had bheen invited to attend by one of the
Ministers. Now almost every evening wa
notice departmental officers taking up a po-
sition beside the Minister, and I believa in
the other Chamber a few nights agn an
official actunlly took possession of the Co-
lonial Seeretary’s sent during that Minister’s
absenee. 8o far as the administration of the
departments is concerned, a great deal is left
to the oflicers and that is one reason why
such 2 mess is made of things. But T da not
suppose wer can cxpeet any improvements
with the Ministers we have in office. Hame
of the MMinisters, however, do effectively enu-
trol their departments, The Miaister for
Works is one of these. He has had experi-
ence in administration and that experience
has given him an insipht into things which
other Ministers do not appear to hava, Greit
laxity scems to have heen displayed in the
administration of the Colenial Beeretary’s
depaurtment. In fact things there appear to
he in a state of chaos. The expendifure is
mounting up and very little is shown for the
work done. I notice that there is an inereaso
of four elerks in the Colonial Secretary’s
office. Why was that necessary?! 1 theaght
these were times of cnonomy. If we bad the
right stamp of men employed it swonld be
possible to effeet deereases imstead of ap-
pointing additional officials. Tn 1915-16 the
number of elerks employved in the ('oloninl
Seerctury’s office was 13, Last year the
number was increased to 17 and this year
the number is 21. One eannot wonder at tho
laxity of administration when we see some
of these dopartments increasing by leaps and
bounds, the cxpenditure going up year by
year, and no improvement in the services.
These things reqnire immediate attention.
There is a 40 per cent. increase in tha nam-
ber of clerks in that department. The ex-
Manation provided by the department may
appear fair on the surface.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): They have taken one or two of them
from the Medical Department.

Mr. HOLMAN:  One explanation is that
some pfficers have been taken away from
their offices, while other officers attend to
their allotted duties. It would be much better
if those officers attended personally to their
own work. Howvere, these mattera can be
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dealt with on the items. In conneetion with the
remarks of the Ifonerary Minister in regard
to the polive, I agree with him as to the
quality of the men in the force. I have never
known better men, and 1 am pleased to be
able to say this in respect of the forece. Weo
have reason to be prond of our police force,
Although a fow may seem disposed to be
officious, and although some of the higher
oflicials, perhaps, have not carried out their
duties iu a preper manner, still we have rea-
son to congratulate ourselves on the foree as
a whole. I am disposed to think that some
good work has been doume in the various in-
stitutions under the department. In connee-
tion with the Afedical Department, I remem-
ber that some 16 years apo I secured from
the Government n monetary snubsidy for the
purchase of an ambulance van for the Great
Fingal Mine, Recently T received from the
manager of the company a notification that
they were abont to sell the ambulance. I
take exeeption to this, for the ambulance
belong to the people of the Murchison, and
not to the Great Fingal Company. I hope the
Minister will do what he can to save that
ambulanee. T think £150 was paid for the
van, amnl of thizs sum, as far as I remember,
the Government contributed £70. It was pro-
vided for the convenience of injured miners
and sick people in the locality, and the com-
pany arc now trying to sell it.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}: T will look into that to-morrow morn-
ing,

Mr. HOLMAN: Tor my part, I will cn-
deavour to turn up the records, but after this
lapse of time it will probably mean some
little difficulty., I will withhold any further
criticism of the departmenta until we come
to the itema, when I hope to learn something
more of these increases in the number of
elerks. On the Estimates of Contingenecies in
Head Office and Branches last year they
asked for a vote of £4,480, and spent £9,430.
That is not right. When we pass the Esti-
mates we ought to know that the amount will
not be excossed, In all probability this is the
worat department in the whole service for
excessed votes. It is late to enter upon it
thia session, but I hope to see next sossion
an ingquiry instituted into the whole serviee.
The result of such an inquiry would help to
stop the drift in the finnnees and wounld
secure better work than we have hitherto
had,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre.
mantlc) [10.48): Tt must be remembered that
the Colonial Sceretary controis departments
from which very little revenue is obtained.
The member for Murehison is wrong in re-
gard to the expenditure of the head office.
Last year the total amount of the vote was
£8,759, and £8,437 was expended, leaving a
balance of £332,

Me. Holman: T was referring to Contingen-
cies Ifead Office and Branches,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The head office nnd
branches wore under seven heads last wear,
but this year they are all under one heading,
I 2dmit that it shows an increase of £535
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on the expenditure of last year. 1If the
Government appeint a certain officer to do
certain work, it is the duty of that officer
to carry out that work; and if the Govern-
ment desire to put that officer in charge of
various sub-departments, that officer cannov
refuse. The hon, member has referred to one
officer in particular, I know not why., That
officer was asked by the Scaddan Adminia-
tration to take & seat on the Fire Brigades
Board. This was for a special purpose. The
expenses in comnection with the Fire Bri-
gades Board were geing up year by year,
and it was felt necessary at that time to
ask oune of the officials to become a member
of the Fire Brigades Board with the objecu
of checking their expenditure. I am pleased
to see that during the last two years the
Government subsidy has decreased by £1,363.
It is owing to the Fire Brigades Act, closer
gupervision on the part of Government offi-
cials, and less administration by the Board
or representatives of fire inpurance companies
that this state of affairs has been brought
about, and T think we are entitled to feel
some satisfaction. Not only has the State’s
eontribution decreased but the contributions
from the local authorities have decreased.
There wne a saving last year in these con-
tributions of about £6,000. It has been
brought to my notice, but is not generally
known, that the Fire Brigades Board for
vears have been drawing money from the
loeal authorities whieh they had no right to
draw. It was necessary that there should be
a certain expenditure in connection with fire
protection, and this had to be provided in
accordance with the terms of the Act. This
has been going on for years and no notice
has been taken of it. The hon. member also
referred to an item which was exceeded last
year by £72. T would point ount that most
of this money was spent before the Esti-
mates were passed. When we ask a man to
take on a position we must pay him for
doing so. Tf I mistake not, the objection to
the vote last year was not so much to the
officer who was doing the work, but was due
to the feeling that those who were control-
ling State hotels should be officers entirely
in that serviece, I think the Premier
pointed out that the money had been ex-
pended and the worl ecarried out. Tt was
therefore necessary that the amount due
should be paid. T agree that there should
have been an officer entirely in charge of
our State hotels. There arc various depart-
ments under the contrel of the Colonial Sec-
retary which necessitate a large expenditure
of money. We cannot move in the direection
of curtailing this expenditure without af-
feeting those who at present are obtaining
necessary assistance from the State. If we
wigsh to cut down the Colonial Secretary’s
Department we must first attack those who
are sick and who are mentally afflicted, and
those who must have aid en aecount of the
loss of the bread winners. I hope Parlia-
ment will never attack those votes which
affeet the people I refer to. My experience
of the Charities Department has been that
manv o heraan wonild rather oo without than
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go to a public charity unless they were us-
sured of secrecy regarding their application
for assistance. If there is a board instituted
to deal with these cases, and the Government
hand the money to the board for distribn-
tion, I am sure that thero are many people
in the State who, though in need of assist-
ance, would rather do without it than place
their positions before a body of that de-
seription. T hope the Government will not
cut down the expenditure in thie direction,
I quite agree that strict economy should be
exercised in administration. I think a sav-
ing could be made in connection with our
Government hospitals if a proper inventory
was taken of the supplies that were handed
out. I remember on one occasion, when the
Cue hospital was taken over by a local hos-
pital board, & bsll waa held for the purpose
of raising funds. Sufficient erockery was
found in the hospital to cope with the re-
freshment side of the entertainment, and this
indicated that there had been an over-supply
sent to the hospital. No doubt applications
had repeatedly been made, but there had
!Jeen no one to check the supplies that were
issued. A Government officer should be set
apart to visit the hospitals at stated
periods, and see what stocks there were in
hand, and cheek these stocks against the
lists held by those who were in charge of the
Government hospitals. Such a course as
this  would obviate the possibility
of an _ over-supply of requisites
in apny direction, and mean a saving
of money. I notice on the Estimates that the
Fremantle hoapital is still cut down to its old
£5,000 a year. Although there is an increased
expenditure in Perth of nearly £8,000, Fre-
mantle has been reduced since 1916. It is im-
possible to get anything cheaper in TFremantle
than it is elsewhere, and owing to the in-
creased coats all round it is found very diffi-
edlt at the Fremantle hospital to carry on
with the vote that is set apart for it. There
is no doubt there will be great resentment on
the part of the public if any drastic redue-
tion is made to the Colonial Secretary’s Esti-
mates, for the reagons T have given, I see
there is a reduction with regard to harbours
and lights. Most of this is brought about by
the faet that the steamship *“Penguin'’ is
being run by the Commonwealth. With re-
gard to our hghthouses, we find that the Fed-
eral Government have taken over all the pay-
ing propositions in this respeect.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have taken
over most of them, Those which do not pay
the Federal Government have left anlome, but
those which have paid they have taken over.
This is the general attitude of the Federal
Government fowards the State. Tt is becom-
ing well recogmised that whenever the Federal
Government interfere with the States they al-
ways take the best of everything. We find
that in almest every instance, and it is ap-
plied to the revenue derived by the Colonial
Secretary’s Department. I am glad that the
Federal Government have at last realised their
resnongibilities in oonnaction with +ha ald o
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pensioners and their home. They used to. make
it an excuse that only those pemstoners who
were sent to the home by the magistrate
sbould be allowed pensions. This matter has
heen fought for some years, and just prior to
the Labour party leaving office they promised
£3,000, which was congidered to be dwe. This
has been paid since.

Hon. R, 11, Underweod {IMomorary Minis-
ter): Tt is £4,500.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: T am glad to hear
that they intend to pay £4,500 to the old age
pensioners in fnture. The Government should
not make a profit out of these people. 1f the
Govermuent are recouped for the -cost of up-
keep that is as far as they should go, and the
balance of the money should go into the
pockets of the old age pensioners, to assist
them in purchasing the delieacies they may
require, It is difficult to reduce these Esti-
mates 80 far as the payments that have to be
made are concerned. These payments in-
clude the upkeep of hospitals, the mainten-
ance of police and prisons, the upkeep of asy-
lums, and our charitable institutions. Al
these branches of activity are necessary, and
I believe they have heen doing good work for
many years past. T hope thiz will be con-
tinued.

Hon., R. T. UNDERWOOD (Hoenorary
Minister—Pilbara—in reply) [11.1]: I am
. very pleased at the manner in which these
Estimates have been received, particularly by
the member for North-East Fremantle (Ton.
W. C. Angwin), who speaks with knowledge,
having put these same TF'stimnates through the
House two or three times. and being aware of
the difficulty of putting through Estimates of
which one has not the control. SBevernl points
raised by the member for Murchison (Mr. Hol-
man) I think T ean rerlv to when the items
are reached: it is hardly necessary to deal
with them just now. As to the ambulauee van
at Day Dawn, T shall make inquiry to-morrow
morning. aml whether it bhelongs to private
subserilers or te the Gavernment

Mr, Holman: The office do not know. The
matter is 16 vears old, and therefore to oh-
tain information is difficult.

Hon. R, 1. UNDERWQOOD (Honorary
Minigtery:  The sugpestion of the member
for North-Fast Fremantle to anpoeint an in-
apeetar of hespitals appenls to me as a very
promising ovne, and likely, asg the hon. inemher
has said, tn save the State a pood Jdeal of
money. The remainder of the hon. gentle-
man's eriticigins T shall endeavour to auswer
when we are on the items,

General dehate eoneluded.

[The Speaker reanmed the Chair.)

Progress reported.

House adiourned at 11.4 pm.

——— i e
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TLegisiative Council,

Fednesday, 30th October, 1918,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair abt 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

{For **Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
I'resented’’ gee *“Minutea of Proceedings.’’]

MOTIONS—BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.32]: T move—

That the resolution passed by this Honse
on the 17th inst., as follows:—*'‘That the
Under Treasurer be requested to state the
total eapital expenditure from Loan Funds
on each of the business undertakings put
down in the Return No. 3, page 496,
of 'Hansard® be reseinded,”’

This seems to demand a brief explanation.
When the resolution was passed requesting
the Under Treasurer to put these figures be-
fore the House, it waa objected to by the
leader of the House. T do not question his
right to do that nor his objection on the
geore of procedure, My attitude, on the other
hand, is quite elear. T do not place rcliance
on the papers put forward and the state-
ments made by Ministers in connection with
our State trading concerns. We know per-
fectly well how easy it is in husiness affairs
to put this or that forward which wilt in-
tentionally or unintentionally 1nislead the
shareholders. We know of that in private bua-
iness affairs. We are now launched out in
Rtate trading concerms. T am giving the
closest possible attention to these matters,
aml T want a thoroughly independent re-
port, not from the Ministerial department,
but from the officer who is the officer of Par-
liament, namely, the Auditor General. Ob-
juetion having been taken to the insertion
of ‘“the Tinder Treasurer,’” I now move to
reseind the resolution and will later move
another motion in gubstitution thercof. TIn
that later motion ‘“the Aunditor Genceral’’
will appear. When we have a report from
the Auditor General T shall be able to place
same very intervesting  information  hefore
hon. memhers in regard to the finaneial pesi-
tion of these Rtnte trading coneorns.

Question put and passed.

" Hon, A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urhany [4.33]: I row move—

That there he laid on the Table of the
Hovse a report hy the Anditor General
showimr the tetal capital expenditure from
Loean funds on each of the business wun-
dertakings sct down in Return No. 3, page
406, ‘‘Hansard.”?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colehateh—TastY [4.35]: T Ao not wish to
oppose the motion, but T think the remarks
nf the hon. member that he has no confidence
in figures and statements submitted by Min-
jsters i3 a gratuitous affront to Ministers
which woulil prahably be much more seriously
regarded if it came from any other guarter.



